
Welcome to Fall@First!

One of the best parts of my call as the Senior Pastor of First 
Presbyterian Church is that every day, I get to work alongside 
imaginative and resilient leaders who are passionate about 
serving the church of Jesus Christ in a rapidly changing world.

When we adjourned the Session meeting on March 19, I 
doubt any of the elders or staff present that evening imagined 
that the public health emergency would still be ongoing in 
the Fall. However, as events have continued to unfold here in 

Athens and around the world, I have been personally inspired by the ways in which 
the leaders of First Presbyterian Church have responded with energy, intelligence, 
imagination, and love.

The document that you’re reading is a testament to the imagination and resiliency 
of our congregation’s leadership. In the pages that follow, you’ll find an “atlas” 
that will serve as a guide to the opportunities in the next eleven weeks to worship, 
connect, grow, and serve Christ through First Presbyterian Church of Athens. Later 
this Fall, be looking for Holidays@First, which will cover the weeks of November 
29 through January 3.

We hope that you’ll bookmark this page or print it out and tape it in a prominent 
place and refer to it often. It also makes a convenient document to pass along to a 
friend when they ask, “What’s going on this Fall at First Presbyterian Church?”

Like you, I long for the day when the church can again safely gather in person and 
make a joyful noise unto the Lord. But let us not forget the words of the old hymn:

  The church is not a building. The church is not a steeple.
  The church is not a resting place. The church is a people!
  I am the church! You are the church! We are the church together! 
  All who follow Jesus all around the world, yes, we’re the church together!

May the Lord watch between us while we are apart one from another.

Ryan, Senior Pastor

In response to God’s 
grace, the mission of 

First Presbyterian Church 
is to create a community 

where people seek the truth 
of the Gospel of Jesus 

Christ, rejoice in worship, 
and go forth sharing the 

love of Christ with 
Athens and the world!

Address:
185 East Hancock Avenue
Athens, GA 30601

Church Parking Lot & Office 
Entrance: 170 E. Dougherty St.

Office Phone (706) 543-4338
Office Fax (706) 548-8953
Weekday School (706) 549-8677
or (706) 206-8180

Website: firstpresathens.org

Facebook.com/
firstpresathens

First Presbyterian
 Church of 

Athens, GA



Fall@First Worship, Sundays at 10:00 a.m. on Facebook and YouTube
In our worship life this Fall, we’ll be following a schedule 
of readings called the Narrative Lectionary, a schedule 
of readings that seeks to present the broad arc of the 
biblical story over the course of nine months. This Fall, 
we’ll be reading and preaching stories from the Hebrew 
Scriptures (Old Testament). From Christmas through 
Easter we’ll read and preach through the Gospel of 
Luke, and from Easter to Pentecost we’ll read and preach 
through Acts and Galatians. 
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September 13 
Gen. 2:4b-7, 15-17, 3:1-8

Dr. Ryan Baer
“Hide and Seek”

From the beginning of creation, God’s primary focus 
was the nurture of humanity. Once fallen, God con-
tinued to love and care for people, healing their shame 
and forgiving their sin. 

September 20 
Gen. 15:16

Dr. Ryan Baer
“Future Faith”

Abram doubted that God would fulfill God’s promise 
of descendants. But God reaffirmed God’s promise, 
stating Abram’s descendants would be as numerous as 
the stars. Often God’s promises are grand, and they are 
fulfilled in surprising ways. 

September 27 
Gen. 37:3-8, 17-34; 50:15-21

Dr. Carol Strickland
“Forgiven”

Joseph finally came face to face with the brothers that 
had done him wrong many decades ago. Here he 
would face a great challenge—would he avenge himself 
or would he offer forgiveness and seek reconciliation?
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October 4
Ex. 12:1-13, 13:1-8

Dr. Ryan Baer
“Out of Egypt”

World Communion Sunday, Food Sunday

When God decided to free the Hebrews from slavery 
in Egypt, God did not do so quietly. God rained fire 
and death upon Egypt, passionately claiming God’s 
people as God’s own.

October 11
Ex. 32:1-14

Dr. Ryan Baer
“The Intercessor”

The Hebrew people were alone and frightened in a new 
land. Their leader had disappeared up a mountain and hadn’t 
been seen since. Their instinct was to return to the gods they 
knew—the gods of Egypt. When God’s wrath burned hot 
for them, Moses interceded for the people of God.

October 18
1 Sam. 1:9-11, 19-20, 2:1-10

Dr. Ryan Baer
“Upside Down”

Hannah was barren—a terrible state of unworthiness in 
her time. But her plea to God was answered. God gave 
her a child worthy of growing up in God’s house. Her 
song of deliverance offered a word of hope to the hopeless.

October 25
2 Sam. 7:1-17
Dr. Ryan Baer
“Promises”

Confirmation Sunday

David wanted to build a house for God. Instead, God’s 
permanence would exist through the house of David.

Saturday, October 3
Dr. Carol Strickland

Blessing of the Animals
FPC Courtyard, 10:00 a.m.

Please use mask, leash/cage, and social distancing as we 
thank God for our furry, feathered, and scaled companions.



November 22
Jer. 36:1-8, 21-23, 27-28; 31:31-34

Dr. Ryan Baer
“A New Covenant”

Stewardship Dedication Sunday

Interfaith Thanksgiving Worship 
Service Livestream, 4:00 p.m.

When God’s people turned violently away from God, 
the prophet Jeremiah was sent to set them straight. 
Although the king refused to receive God’s word in a 
scroll, God promised that one day God’s word would 
be written on the hearts of all people.
All are invited for this worship service sponsored by the 
Interfaith Clergy Partnership of Greater Athens.
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November 1
1 Kings 17:1-16
Dr. Ryan Baer

“The Gift of Hospitality”
All Saints’ Sunday, Communion, Food Sunday

Elijah was a great prophet working to get God’s fickle 
people to return to God. But he couldn’t do it alone. 
God sent him to a poor widow whose gift of hospitality 
made all the difference.

Tuesday, November 3
Micah 6:6-8

Election Day Prayer Service

Join us for a prayer service at 12:00 noon on Election 
Day as we pray for God’s peace, healing, and justice.

November 8
Jonah 1:1-17; 3:1-10, 4:1-11

Dr. Ryan Baer
“Follow the Directions”

When God called on Jonah to proclaim destruction 
to his mortal enemies, Jonah tried to flee. But even in 
the deep, dark sea God found him and granted him a 
second chance. God went on to give a second chance 
to Nineveh, too. Everyone God encountered here was 
filled with the abundance of God’s mercy.

November 15
Isaiah 6:1-8

Dr. Ryan Baer
“Whom Shall I Send?”

Isaiah had a vivid and supernatural vision of God, where 
Seraphs hovered around the throne of God singing God’s 
praises. In a simple act of touching Isaiah’s lips with a hot 
coal, God purified him for the work of a prophet.

SPIRITUAL PRACTICES

PRAYER
Is your prayer life stagnant? Would you 
like to learn new ways to pray? Join us on 
Wednesdays to experiment with some 
different ways to connect with God. The 
sessions will last 20-30 minutes. Each will 
be stand-alone, so feel free to participate 
in as many or few as you like.
Wednesdays: 12:00 p.m.
Zoom ID: 706-543-4338
Password: 185185
Led by Dr. Carol Strickland 
cstrickland@firstpresathens.org

LABYRINTH
We have a new cloth labyrinth that is now dis-
played in Fellowship Hall. Members are invited 
to come to the church to have a few moments of 
peace and prayer as you walk the labyrinth and/
or sit in the sanctuary.
Reservations and masks are required. The labyrinth 
and sanctuary will be open (with reservations) on 
Saturday mornings from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon. A 
staff member will be available to greet church members 
at the atrium doors. To sign up, click on the Signup 
Genius link on firstpresathens.org or contact the 
church office at (706) 543-4338.

BIBLE STUDY
Join Dr. Ryan Baer for 
“Sunday Conversations” as 
we reflect on the morning 
worship service and take a 
deeper dive into the Bible 
stories read and proclaimed 
from the pulpit.
Sundays: 11:30 a.m.
Zoom ID: 706-543-4338
Password: 185185
Led by Dr. Ryan Baer 
ryan@firstpresathens.org

MUSIC EDUCATION

WHAT WAS I THINKING?
Notes and background on music in worship

A series of written articles and videos explaining the process of planning 
music for worship. More detailed background will be presented on 
hymns, service music, solos, organ music, and other instrumental music.

Led by Dr. John Coble (jcoble@firstpresathens.org)

HOW CAN I KEEP 
FROM SINGING? 

Hymns at Home

A guide to using hymns and hymnals at home for 
personal devotion and singing.

Led by Dr. John Coble (jcoble@firstpresathens.org)



SUNDAY SCHOOL
All Sunday School classes will be meet-
ing via Zoom to start the year. If you 
have not been part of one in the past, 
this is a great time to “stop in” and try 
out different classes. When available, 
Zoom ID is listed below or send an 
email to the coordinator to find out 
how to log in.

CHRISTIAN ISSUES 

Study of The Story - The Bible as One 
Continuing Story of God and His People 
(NIV version). The Bible in chrono-
logical order, related as a story.

For more information, contact Tom and 
Susan Landrum (tlandrum@uga.edu and 
slandrum@uga.edu)

LIVING ON A PRAYER

LOAP will be moving to a monthly 
online format, with class participant-led 
devotionals and conversation.

For more information, contact Jennifer Sun-
derlin (frontdesk@firstpresathens.org)

INQUIRERS 
Thoughtful introspection and lively 
group discussion covering contemporary 
issues and daily Christian living, with 
guest speakers and online videos.
Sunday 9:00 a.m.
Zoom ID: 992-4907-8062
For more information, contact Carl Bergman 
(cberg@ccrc.uga.edu), Carla Buss (cbuss@
uga.edu)

NEW VOICES 

Ripped from the headlines - finding 
God through a non-partisan discussion 
of current events.

Sunday 9:00 a.m., starting October 4

Zoom ID: 857-5757-2582
PW: 272040

For more information, contact Lewis Hudgins 
(lewisahudgins@gmail.com)

WAYNE F. MIDDENDORF 
MEN’S BIBLE CLASS

Studying “The Church after Paul,” 
using the book Heretics for the Armchair 
Theologian by Justol Gonzalez.
Sunday 9:00 a.m.
Zoom ID: 845-1588-0743 (PW: 503744)
For more information, contact contact Ian 
Hardin (Jihardin@fcs.uga.edu) , Jim Scanlon 
(jjtscanlon@yahoo.com)

W. D. HOOPER

We will take a break for Fall, with plans to 
resume in January studying Revelation.

For more information, contact Jerris Hayes 
(jettys@bellsouth.net), Richard Stone 
(homeofstone@msn.com)

WOMEN’S BIBLE 
CLASS 

Study of Exodus in our verse-by-verse 
approach.

Sunday 11:00 a.m.

Zoom ID: 813-2290-3374
PW: 459718

For more information, contact Wanda Wilcox 
(wwilcox@uga.edu)

PREBYTERIAN 
WOMEN CIRCLES

The 2020-2021 Horizons Bible 
study is Into the Light: Finding 
Hope through Prayers of Lament. 

Contact PW Moderator 
Cheryl Gazlay (cgazlay306@
gmail.com) if you wish to 
join one of the circles that 
will be discussing the lessons 
via Zoom.

PARENT SUPPORT 
CIRCLE

An informal Zoom gathering for parents 
of children and youth. Join Natalie Bish-
op and Kim Ness for a time to check in, 
share resources and lift each up in prayer.

Mondays: 8:00 p.m. 

Zoom ID: 825-5502-5512

For more information, contact 
Natalie Bishop (natalie@firstpresathens.org), 
Kim Ness (kness@firstpresathens.org))

BOOK STUDY
Strength to Love, MLK Jr.

Martin Luther King‘s sermons seem as rel-
evant today as they’ve ever been. Each week 
we will discuss one or more of his sermons 
that deal directly with racial justice, reflecting 
on what his words call us to do. Join for one 
or all sessions.

Tuesdays: 12:00 - 1:00 p.m.
September 29 - October 27
Zoom ID: 894-7644-7825

For more information, contact 
Erik Ness (erikcness@yahoo.com), 
Carol Strickland (cstrickland@firstpresathens.org)

ADULT EDUCATION AND FELLOWSHIP
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The Mission of FPC Youth Ministry is to draw youth into a JOURNEY OF FAITH, prepare them for 
LIFELONG DISCIPLESHIP, and inspire them to carry the LOVE OF CHRIST to Athens and the world. 
Whether we are online for the full year or meeting socially distanced in small groups,what matters is that we 
stay connected to each other and to our God, learning new ways to strengthen our faith and make an impact 
on the world. This year, we will work together to live out this mission statement.

COMMUNICATION
All youth updates are posted on our youth website: www.fpcathenspit.com. Please make sure you have filled out 
the new google form with contact information and parent permission. Sign up to receive texts through REMIND 
(@PITparent, @PITyouth) and follow @fpcathens_youth on INSTAGRAM. 
Kim Ness, Director of Youth Ministries (kness@firstpresathens.org or 706-206-9579).

SUNDAY SCHOOL
We will not hold regular Sunday School classes this year. Instead, each family has been provided with the Nar-
rative Lectionary @Home family devotional. I encourage you to find time each Sunday to sit down as a family 
to learn more about the day’s scripture lesson, reflecting on how it connects to your life today.

CONFIRMATION CLASS
Confirmation Sunday is now October 25! Because last year’s confirmation class was interrupted by quarantine, 
we will not be starting a new class this year. Instead, I am excited to get this great group of now 9th/10th graders 
back together to hear how their faith has been impacted by these uncertain times. Confirmands and mentors will 
meet virtually, using email and zoom during the month of October to continue the journey.

SUNDAY NIGHT YOUTH GROUP
One positive from this time at home was that we were able to continue with online youth group throughout 
the summer. From game nights to prayer services and 21 Day Challenges, Sunday nights with youth group 
were the highlight of the last five months for me. We will continue with this same format moving into Fall. Be 
sure to check our website (www.fpcathenspit.com) for details on each of the following gatherings: 

 MONTHLY THEME/COMBINED YOUTH GROUP
 On the first Sunday of the month, we will meet together (6th-12th) for an introduction to the month’s 
 theme. This may include games, service opportunities or possibly movie night. September: PEACE,
 October: JUSTICE, November: GRATITUDE, December: JOY.

 MIDDLE SCHOOL YOUTH GROUP
 Twice a month, middle school youth (6th-8th) will meet over zoom for a “lesson” followed by small  
 groups using breakout rooms. Each week will be a little different, but all will include a time for checking
  in, games, activities and learning new spiritual practices. Feel free to invite your friends to join us  
 for this fun time together!

 HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH GROUPS
 High schoolers (9th-12) will have an opportunity to meet 1/mo in person, socially distanced, outside  
 and 1/mo on zoom. Youth must RSVP for in person meetings using our youth website. This fall we 
 will focus on issues of social justice and how we can make a difference.

 FAMILY GAME NIGHT
 Game night was a huge success this summer, and we are excited to continue. From trivia to charades to
  scavenger hunts, anything is possible. The goal is fun and fellowship. See you there!





STEPHEN MINISTRY
If you or someone you know is going through a difficult time, 
contact one of our Stephen Leaders about Stephen Ministry. They 
are ready to provide focused, confidential, one-to-one Christian 
care - to help that person experience the healing power of Christ’s 
love. To find out more about Stephen Ministry talk with one of 
our Leaders: Dawn Frisch (dawnmfrisch@aol.com, 914-255-
3447), Bob Frisch (rpfrisch@aol.com, 914-262-1078), Lisa Oelke 
(lisakoelke@gmail.com, 706-540-4251), and Carol Strickland: 
(cstrickland@firstpresathens.org, 706-765-7671). Our Stephen 
Ministers are here to care!

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN WEEKDAY SCHOOL
   FALL 2020

FPWDS believes that EACH child is a gift from God who brings unique 
abilities for our care and development. Within this context of God’s love, our 
school and our teachers make a significant difference in the physical, intel-
lectual, emotional, and spiritual life of each child.

We embrace the concept that LEARNING IS FUN in a creative, secure, and 
loving environment!

For more information, go to firstpresathens.org/home/grow/weekday-school/
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FOOD SUNDAY 
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 2 AND NOVEMBER 6

Food “Sundays” are now Food “Fridays.” Drop of nonperishable food 9:30-11:00 
a.m. in the church parking lot on Dougherty St. prior to the first Sunday of the 
month. Watch for needed items in the “Weekly Word” email. Food goes to the 
Athens Area Emergency Food Bank. 

FAMILY PROMISE OF ATHENS
NEXT FPC HOST WEEK: 

SEPTEMBER 13-20 

While Athens Church of Christ will continue to host the FPA families who are homeless, we still need volunteers from 
our church to provide dinner, stay overnight, and stay for a day shift. Many protocols are in place for a safe volunteer 
experience. Contact Susan Boatwright (boatwrightsusan@gmail.com), Frank Sherrill (frankwsherrill@gmail.com), 
Jean Bock (jbock@bellsouth.net), or sign up through our FPC website if you can help out.

ATHENS COMMUNITY COUNCIL (ACCA) 
FOOD DELIVERY- TUESDAYS AT 1:00 P.M. 

We are continuing to provide weekly  transportation of filled grocery bags from the 
ACCA food collection center at the Cotton Press, 149 Oneta St. to the office at Columbia Brookside. The pandemic 
has increased the number of people needing food assistance. Contact Sally Vandiver (sally.vandiver@gmail.com) if 
you can take a shift loading and driving.

OUR DAILY BREAD LUNCH PREPARATION
NEXT DATES: OCTOBER 7, NOVEMBER 4 

First Presbyterian ODB volunteers have chosen to resume participation in lunch 
preparation on our regular 1st Wednesday of the month. We gather at 10:00 a.m. 
in the kitchen of First Baptist kitchen to assemble and package lunches, masked 

and socially distant. Members of Downtown Ministries distribute the free lunches to those who show up at 
noon. Interested volunteers, please contact Fran Lane (fjlane@uga.edu).

PEACE AND GLOBAL WITNESS OFFERING
OCTOBER 4 

World Communion Sunday, the first Sunday in October, marks the day we receive a spe-
cial offering for Peace and Global Witness. Your gift will enable the church to promote the 
Peace of Christ by addressing systems of conflict and injustice across the world. Individual 
congregations are encouraged to utilize up to 25% of this Offering to connect with the global 
witness of Christ’s peace. Mid councils retain an additional 25% for ministries of peace and 
reconciliation. The remaining 50% is by the Presbyterian Mission Agency to advocate for 
peace and justice in cultures of violence, including our own, through collaborative projects of 
education and Christian witness. Please note your gift to FPC is for “Peace & Global Witness.”

THORNWELL OFFERING – NOVEMBER 22 
The Sunday before Thanksgiving is the day we receive a special offering for Thornwell. Your 
gift will help prevent child abuse and neglect, build up and reunite families, and support healthy 
communities in the name of Jesus Christ. Begun as an orphanage in Clinton, SC, Thornwell 
now has multi-faceted programs to help children including foster care, residential care, fam-
ily services, and child development services. Please note your gift to FPC is for “Thornwell.”



CONNECT

WEBSITE

For more information about FPC, check 
our website. You can find information 
about our ministries, Weekday School, 
Session, Staff, sign up to receive church 
e-mails, prayer requests, and more.

FirstPresAthens.org

YOUTUBE

YouTube is an alternative way for mem-
bers to follow livestream of worship, 
prayer service, and other events. 

YouTube.com/c/firstpresathensga

FACEBOOK

Follow FPC on Facebook. We post 
announcements from our ministries, 
Mission & Outreach opportunities, 
and you can follow the worship service 
livestream. 

Facebook.com/firstpresathens

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH STAFF

             Dr. Ryan Baer, Senior Pastor (ryan@firstpresathens.org)
             Dr. Carol Strickland, Associate Pastor (cstrickland@firstpresathens.org)
             The Rev. Margaret Davis, Parish Associate (margaret@firstpresathens.org)
             Dr. John Coble, Director of Music and Organist (jcoble@firstpresathens.org)
             Mrs. Kim Ness, Director of Youth Ministries (kness@firstpresathens.org)
             Mrs. Natalie Bishop, Director of Children’s Ministries (natalie@firstpresathens.org)
             Mrs. Elaine Johnson, Director of Weekday School (elaine@firstpresathens.org)
             Mr. Roger Burbage, Church Administrator (rburbage@firstpresathens.org)
             Mrs. Lucy Bell Johnson, Administrative Assistant for Congregational Care &    
                                                      Membership (lbell@firstpresathens.org)
             Mr. Paulo Santos, Communications Specialist (paulo@firstpresathens.org)
             Mrs. Jennifer Sunderlin, Receptionist/Administrative Assistant (frontdesk@firstpresathens.org)
             Mrs. Angie Townsend, Accountant (angie@firstpresathens.org)
             Mrs. Marcy Fabris, Weekday School Administrative Assistant (wds@firstpresathens.org)
             Ms. Rita Raines, Nursery Coordinator
             Mrs. Charlotte Chromiak, Children’s Music Assistant (charlotteposs@gmail.com)
             Mrs. Madeline Van Dyck, Parish Nurse 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH SESSION

Ryan Baer, Moderator      Kitty Donnan, Clerk of Session
Carol Strickland, Associate Pastor

 Class of 2020 Class of 2021 Class of 2022
 Jeff Bangle Jennifer Walden Abbott Karen Burg
 Meghan Bawcum Michelle Clendenen-Shaw Kitty Donnan
 Bob Burton Elizabeth Earl Larry Jones
 Julie Hayes Ed Ferguson Andy Jordan
 Sydney Jackson Rob Haire Jimbo LaBoon
 Avery McLean Grace Lu Tom Landrum
 Jeanne Nadenicek Chris Pope Beverly Phares
 Carl Nichols Mixon Robinson Courtney Pittman
 Tom Reigle Rosemary Stancil Smith Wilson
 Judy Scanlon  
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