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ColumNs

Wednesday@First: Dinner and Conversation
February 5 - April 1

12:30 – 1:00 p.m. Prayers for Healing, Sanctuary
2:00 – 4:30 p.m. Bridge, Room 302
4:30 – 5:15 p.m.  Chair Yoga, Room 310 
4:30 – 5:30 p.m.  Shakespeare The Merchant of Venice, Room 308 
5:00 – 5:40 p.m.  St. Andrews Choir, Room 202 
5:00 – 5:40 p.m.  Ukulele Class, Children’s Ministry Suite

 5:45 – 6:30 p.m. Dinner, Fellowship Hall
*6:30 – 7:30 p.m.  The Book of Psalms led by Dr. Ryan Baer, Moses Waddel Room
*6:30 – 8:00 p.m. Chancel Choir, Room 202 
*Childcare Provided

Save the Date
February 2 

Communion Sunday
Food Sunday

Stephen Ministers 
Commissioning

Souper Bowl of Caring
February 5

Our Daily Bread, 12:00 p.m., 
First Baptist Church

Wed@First Dinner Resumes
February 9

Youth Sunday
Red Cross Blood Drive

February 12
Bookless Book Group

February 13
Josephine Paine Bible Class

February 15-17
Youth Winter Retreat

February 16
Wayne F. Middendorf Concert 
Series presents “Through the 
Church the Song Goes On” 

with reception following
February 17

Presidents’ Day
Church Office Closed

February 18
Our Daily Bread 7:00 a.m., 

First Baptist Church
February 23

First Things Newcomers Class
Puerto Rico Mission 

Trip Meeting

Ryan’s Reflections
Dear friends in Christ,

Last month, we gathered on the steps of the church and rang the bell 200 
times, signaling the beginning of our bicentennial year. We were blessed 
with a cool, clear winter day, full of smiles, joy, and laughter as we cel-
ebrated God’s goodness and generosity and the faithfulness of the saints 
who have preceded us in this ministry.

In my mind, I can see us gathering on the steps for another grand celebration 
again in the near future in which we burn the church’s mortgage. Thanks to the 
faithful generosity of this congregation’s members and friends, in a little more 

than a year, we have reduced the outstanding balance on the renovation debt by more than $1.7 million.

The note is currently financed at 3.6% interest, which means that these principal reduction 
payments have saved over $60,000 in interest charges. Instead of going to the bank, that’s 
$60,000 more that can be invested in the ministry and mission of First Presbyterian Church, 
where we are creating a community where people encounter the truth of the gospel of Jesus 
Christ, rejoice in worship, and go forth sharing the love of Christ with Athens and the world.

Thanks to the outstanding work of our Debt Elimination Committee, the church has pledges 
in hand that, when they are fulfilled, will bring the remaining mortgage balance below $2 
million. If you are among the more than 170 households who have made a commitment to 
our effort to eliminate the debt, thank you, thank you, thank you! You have helped us get ever 
closer to our goal of being a debt-free congregation. If you have not yet made a commitment, 
there is still time, and every gift makes a difference.

Thank you for the ways in which you continue to invest in this ministry. We have much to 
celebrate during this bicentennial year, but I am convinced that thanks to the goodness of God 
and your faithful generosity, the best is yet to come! Thank you for all you do for the mission 
and ministry of Christ in the world, and even more, thank God for you.

Peace be with you and yours,

Ryan, Senior Pastor



We Care
According to the Gospel of John, Jesus commanded his disciples at the Last Supper to love one another. 
In the church we endeavor to do this. We love through informal, spontaneous ways. And we love through 
organized, planned ways. While the church isn’t perfect, and sometimes we fail to show love when it’s 
needed, at First Pres we really do make a concerted effort to embody Christ’s love, especially through 
the work of our Congregational Care Commission. Here’s a list of the organized ways the commission 
oversees our caring ministries: 

1) provides a meal (or reception) in the event of birth, death, or crisis, through six response teams; 

2) prays for members via an email prayer chain and a weekly “Prayers for Healing” time in the sanctuary; 

3) loans medical assistance items stored in our basement through Dot’s Closet; 

4) coordinates transportation to church activities through Rideshare@First; 

5) delivers bouquets made from the Sunday floral arrangements to homebound members via our flower delivery team; 

6) sends cards to members who are homebound, deserving thanks, celebrating a birth, or are new members to the church, 
courtesy of the correspondence team; 

7) calls on members who are hospitalized, living in senior care facilities, or homebound and follows up with members after 
illness or loss through our lay callers; and 

8) supports Stephen Ministers who care in a confidential, one-on-one relationship with members or others you know facing 
difficult circumstances.

Thanks to all these volunteer year-round Valentines. Please let me know if you would like to join them.

Carol Strickland, Associate Pastor

Music Notes
On Sunday, February 16, as part of our bicentennial celebration, we will present a musical program. It will be a concert of 
sorts, but there will also be some psalm and hymn singing, since that is at the heart of church music in the Reformed tradition. 
Ron Bogue will lead us on this historical journey.

Through the Church the Song Goes On, presented by the Wayne F. Middendorf Memorial Concert Series, will be a historical 
and musical celebration of our church led by the Chancel Choir and some special guests. Music will include psalms and 
hymns from our Presbyterian heritage, music by Athens born composer Hall Johnson, and anthems, organ works, and hymns 
commissioned or written specifically for First Presbyterian Church. 

Soli Deo Gloria (To God Alone Be the Glory),
John Coble, Director of Music and Organist



Montreat Women’s Connection Conference
Those of us who attended the Women’s Connection Conference 
at Montreat last year found it so stimulating and rewarding that we 
are planning to do it again. 

The dates are August 14-16, Friday through Sunday. Again this year 
we have reserved the Georgia Lodge for any of our members who 
would like to go to the conference. The cost this year for lodging and 
meal arrangements have yet to be determined. We will do our best 

to keep them as reasonable as possible. Last year we shared the Georgia Lodge with 
another congregation. We would like to have enough people sign up to use the entire 
lodge ourselves this year. In order that we might know whether that is feasible, we would 
like to get a preliminary count of those of you who plan to come this year.

The keynoter is Jen Hatmaker. More information about the Women’s Connection 
Conference can be found at www.montreat.org/events/wc2020.

Please email Carol McKay at carol_mckay@att.net if you would like to attend. 
Registration form is available on website.

Thousands Donated to 
2019 Benevolence Market
The 25th anniversary of the Holi-
day Benevolence Market was an 
amazing success with the donation 
of $23,298 to the 26 participating 
non-profit organizations. Thank 
you to everyone who helped 
with this year’s market and those 
who saw the benefits of this 
“ecumenical giving tradition” 
that began in 1994.

Food Sunday 
On Sunday, February 2, we will 
collect non-perishable food items 
for the Athens-Area Emergency 
Food Bank. 

This month they request:
w saltine crackers
w salty snack foods
w condiments

Thank you for donating 209 items 
in January!

PTPs to Tour Historic Madison, Georgia
A quick, scenic 30 minute drive from Athens, Madison, 
Georgia was once described by Travel Holiday Maga-
zine as the “#1 Small Town in America.” Founded in 
1807, Madison still retains the southern beauty and 
grace that was spared General Sherman’s torch during 
his infamous March to the Sea. At least 50 antebellum 
homes remain intact and restored in this historic city. 
PTPs plan to participate in guided tours of 3 of those 
historic homes: Heritage Hall, Rogers House, and Rose Cottage. Afterwards, the 
group will eat lunch at Farmview Market, which boasts healthy, local fare and a seasonal 
open-air farmer’s market.
So, mark your calendars for Tuesday, February 25. The price of the guided tour is $15 
per person, payable to Phyllis Crowell when we gather at Kohl’s parking lot at 10:00 a.m. 
The church van will be available, or you may follow in your own car. Please e-mail or call 
Phylllis at crowellpm@aol.com, (706) 543-9561, with your reservation by February 21.

Bicentennial
Cheers to all who helped to make the “Bell Ringing” event 
a success. The sun was shining, and the children and adults 
had such happy faces. Thanks to Natalie Bishop, Kim Ness, 
Paulo Santos and everyone else who helped make our 200th 
year celebration kickoff perfect in every way.

On Sunday, February 16, John Coble and our Chancel Choir 
will present Through the Church the Song Goes On, celebrating 
our Bicentennial. Please make plans to join us.

Julie and Jerris Hayes are creating the list of 200 members who will pray for the future 
of First Presbyterian throughout the year. If you are already on the prayer chain you 
will be included. You will receive a suggested prayer each month. If you wish to be 

added, please contact Julie and Jerris Hayes 
at jhayesfirstpres@gmail.com.

Check the church website for the list of 
monthly events and outreach projects. As 
we learn of the history of the Church, we 
hope to be inspired to carry the mission 
of helping others into the next 200 years. 

Diane Adams, Chair

Bookless Book Group
February 12 & 26, 11:30 a.m.

A group of women meets on the 
second and fourth Wednesday of 
each month to enjoy lunch and 
conversation. We meet at a variety 
of restaurants and invite anyone 
interested to join us. For more 
information please contact Polly 
Erickson at pollyanndawgs@yahoo.
com. Our next meetings will be:
February 12 - Savannah Room, 
1197 South Lumpkin St.
February 26 - Homemade, 1072 
Baxter St.

Mission and Outreach Goals:
February
* Weekday School canned goods drive 
(Goal: 400 cans). Coordinator: Elaine Johnson

* Red Cross Blood Drive (2/9) - 1 unit 
of blood in honor of each founding 
member (21) and each former FPC 
Minister (10). Coordinator: Joe Neighbors



We have officially begun First Presbyterian’s BIG BIRTHDAY YEAR with the ringing of the church bell 200 TIMES! 
Let the celebrations begin!

In addition to ringing the church bell, the children have begun 2020 focused on GOD’s LOVE. During the fall the children learned 
about First Presbyterian’s Mission Statement - In response to God’s grace, the mission of First Presbyterian Church is to create a 
community where people seek the truth of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, rejoice in worship, and go forth sharing the love of Christ 
with Athens and the world! After hearing the mission statement, the children quickly agreed that we easily meet the goal of creating 
a worshipping community within our Godly Play and Children’s Church circles every Sunday, but it is the last part of the mission 
statement - go forth sharing the love of Christ with Athens and the world – that got us wondering a little. “How do we, the children 
of First Presbyterian share the love and light of Christ with Athens and the world?” And here is what we came up with…

a We begin the new school year by donating extra schools supplies to share with children in need in Athens.
a We Trick or Treat for UNICEF to help provide medicine, clean water and food to children in need all around the world.
a We stuff Thornwell Turkey coin envelopes to help support Thornwell Homes for Children.
a We help fill grocery bags with food so that local families in need enjoy a Thanksgiving Dinner. 
a We take part in the Salvation Army’s Angel Tree Program and help ensure that local children in need receive clothing 
  essentials and a few fun Christmas presents under the tree. 
a We take part in the MLK Day of Community Service in and around Athens. 
a We help “Fill the Ark” and support Heifer International’s mission to help end hunger and poverty around the world.

Children’s Ministry Update



Stephen Ministry

For some people, Valentine’s Day is a painful reminder of a broken relationship, the death of 
a loved one, a recent relocation, a chronic illness, or another life challenge. If you are going 
through a difficult time, one of FPC’s Stephen Ministers can bring Jesus’ love (God’s ultimate 
Valentine) back into your life. Stephen Ministers provide confidential, one-to-one Christian 
care. He or she will meet with you privately on a weekly basis to listen, to support and 
encourage you, to pray with and for you, and to walk with you for the duration of your struggle.

To find out more about Stephen Ministry at First Presbyterian and how you or someone you 
know could be matched with a Stephen Minister, talk with one of FPC’s Stephen Leaders. 
Our Stephen Ministry team works with church members and non-members. FPC Stephen 
Ministers are ready to care for you!

ContaCt a Stephen Leader for more information:

Bob Frisch: rpfrisch@aol.com, 914-262-1078

Dawn Frisch: dawnmfrisch@aol.com, 914-255-3447

Lisa Oelke: lisakoelke@gmail.com, 706-540-4251

Carol Strickland: cstrickland@firstpresathens.org, 706-765-7671

We share a lot of God’s love! However, we want to share more! So, we have started 2020 wondering how we can DO MORE 
and SHARE MORE OF GOD’S LOVE this year and for years to come. Our focus on sharing God’s love will continue 
throughout 2020 including during Vacation Bible School in May. And to get us started, the children have already come up 
with goals of how they can share God’s love and light more this year with family and friends. Please stop by and visit our 
“table of light” which sits underneath the cross in the Children’s Ministry Suite. Take a moment to read a few of the chil-
dren’s goals, maybe it will get you wondering about how you too can share more of God’s love and light with Athens and 
the world in 2020.

Coming up this month in Children’s Ministry… 

* On Sunday, February 16 and 23 please be on the lookout for church members wearing Children’s Ministry 
Hearts. When you see a church member wearing one of these hearts please tell them thank you for sharing 
God’s love with our children and for their continued support of this special ministry. 

* And on Sunday, February 23 get ready for our first “child led” Fill the Ark Fundraiser. The children will be 
serving hot cocoa and cookies in Fellowship Hall next to our Fill the Ark Banner following the 11:00 a.m. worship 
service. Cocoa and cookies are on us, but we welcome all contributions to help us achieve our $5,000.00 Fill 
the ENTIRE Ark Goal for 2020. Thank you for your support!

Children’s Ministry Update (cont.)

Natalie Bishop, Director of Children’s Ministries

Stephen 
Ministry

Help, Hope,
Healing



Flower Dedications 
The following dates are available to 
dedicate flowers for Sunday worship: 
March 1, July 12 and 19. The 
cost for two arrangements is $100. 
Please contact Lucy Bell Johnson, 
lbell@firstpresathens.org or (706) 
543-4338 to schedule a date.

February 25
Family Promise of Athens La Table

First Friends

February 26
Ash Wednesday

Bookless Book Group

Ash Wednesday Service and Dinner

February 27
Josephine Paine Bible Study Class

Looking Ahead

December Financial
Information

Total Dec. Revenue             $355,584
Budgeted Dec. Revenue  $290,796
Total Revenue YTD          $1,421,872

Total Dec. Expenses            $160,932
Budgeted Dec. Expenses  $126,887
Total Expenses YTD         $1,395,918

SOUPER BOWL OF CARING: February 2, 2020

In 1990, Brad Smith, then a seminary 
intern serving at Spring Valley Pres-
byterian Church in Columbia, South 
Carolina, gave birth to the Souper Bowl 
of Caring with this prayer: 

“Lord, even as we enjoy the Super Bowl 
football game, help us be mindful of those who 
are without a bowl of soup to eat.”

This youth-led movement to help hungry people shifts the attention given to the 
Super Bowl to collect money for those who struggle to put enough food on their 
tables. Youth collect donations in soup pots, and then send every dollar directly to 
a local anti-hunger group of their choice.

In that first year, with only 22 churches in the area participating, they raised $5,700. 
Last year, the Souper Bowl of Caring raised $9.7 million. The spirit of generosity 
clearly exists, yet hunger in the United States is still a stark reality for many. Why? 
Because more than 45 million Americans live in poverty. And the majority of 
these people work, but still cannot earn enough to guarantee their daily bread. An 
estimated 6 million children live in food-insecure households.

Though we produce more than enough food for everyone, poverty and inequality in 
our nation many still go hungry every night. As people with faith in the imminent 
kingdom of God, let us join in the difficult work of reshaping systems that prevent 
the flourishing of life. On Sunday, February 2, our youth will be standing outside 
the Sanctuary doors holding soup pots to collect money for those who are hungry 
and hurting here in Athens. Last year we collected over $1300 – this year our goal 
is to reach $1500!

Kim Ness, Director of Youth Ministries

PUERTO RICO MISSION TRIP UPDATE

Last month Rob and Susan Haire trav-
elled to Puerto Rico. They arrived the 
same morning as the 6.4 magnitude 
earthquake hit the southern part of 
the island and flew out later that week 
just after another earthquake struck. 
During their visit they were able 
to spend a day with Ashley Wright, 

Founder of Taino Volunteers, in the region where we will be serving this summer 
(May 31 - June 6). Rob shared, “the people of Puerto Rico want and need our 
help – physically, but as importantly – emotionally and spiritually. They feel like 
they are “on their own.” Our presence will be such a shot in the arm for them! 
They are welcoming and look forward to our visit!” 

Youth Ministry

“I wanted to go on this trip because I wanted to learn what it 
was like in Puerto Rico and how people were affected by the 
hurricanes and earthquakes. I’m looking forward to helping 
them with anything from building a roof to painting a house. 
I’ve never done a large mission trip like this before so I’m 
excited to see what it’s like and help people however I can”. 
– Cullen Bruner, 10th grade



Daily “SOAP” Bible
Readings* for 

February

Our Church Family

Congratulations to:

Lee and Becky Padgett on the birth of their granddaughter, 
Corley Mozell Padgett. Parents are Gabe and Kristen Padgett.

Christian Sympathy to:

Hal & Gisela Hodgson, and Beau Hodgson 
on the death of Ruby Thomas Hodgson.

Doug and Debbie Price on the death of his mother, 
Martha Belle Isle Shenesey.

Patty Reed on the death of her nephew,
Brent Moore.

Feb 1  Exodus 30-32; Acts 8     

Feb 2  Ex 33-34; Ps16; Acts 9 

Feb 3  Exodus 35-36; Acts 10

Feb 4  Ex 37-38; Ps19; Acts 11

Feb 5  Ex 39-40; Ps15; Acts 12

Feb 6  Leviticus 1-3; Acts 13

Feb 7  Leviticus 4-6; Acts 14

Feb 8  Leviticus 7-9; Acts 15

Feb 9  Leviticus 10-12; Acts 16

Feb 10 Leviticus 13,14; Acts 17

Feb 11  Leviticus 15-17; Acts 18

Feb 12  Lev 18-19; Ps 13; Acts 19

Feb 13  Lev 20-22; Acts 20

Feb 14  Lev 23-24; Ps 24; Acts 21

Feb 15 Lev 25; Ps 25-26; Acts 22

Feb 16  Lev 26-27; Acts 23

Feb 17  Numbers 1-2; Acts 24

Feb 18  Numbers 3-4; Acts 25

Feb 19  Num 5-6; Ps 22; Acts 26

Feb 20  Num 7; Ps 23; Acts 27

Feb 21  Numbers 8-9; Acts 28

Feb 22  Num 10-11; Ps 2 7; Mk 1

Feb 23  Num 12-13; Ps 90; 

              Mk 2

Feb 24  Num 14-16; Mark 3

Feb 25  Num 17-18; Ps 29;  

               Mark 4

Feb 26  Num 19-20; Ps 28; 

              Mark 5

Feb 27  Num 21-23; Mk 6,7

Feb 28  Num 24-27; 1 Cor 13 

Feb 29  Num 5-6; 1 Cor 12

Daily Bible Readings*
The scripture readings follow the Life Journal daily Bible reading plan and are available 
on the YouVersion Bible app and in downloadable PDF form. They will take us 
through the Bible in one year. You are invited to join me in a daily Scripture reading 
and journaling discipline called SOAP: how the scripture spoke to you, observation, 
application, and prayer. Learn more on our website at firstpresathens.org/soap.
Ryan Baer, Senior Pastor

Feb 1 Shelly Parker, Betty Schofield
Feb 2 Helen Crosby, John Whitehead
Feb 3 Ryan Baer, Stan Kays, 
 Todd Miller, Hudson Smith
Feb 4 Patty Brantley
Feb 5 Henry DeWitt, Bob Guy, 

Maddy Magrino, Ginny Rogers
Feb 6 Wanda Barrow, Doug Price
Feb 7 Brandon Barrett, Katie 

Middendorf, Emma Holman, 
Chris Overbaugh, Chuck 
Robers II, Eli Sapp, Carey 
Walden, Bill Woolbright

Feb 8 Bob Glasscock, Andrew 
Griffeth, Jack Logan, Jr., 

 Beth Milner, John Wilson
Feb 9 Brant Razor, Henry Trapnell
Feb 10 Kimberly Childers, Blaine 

Eidell, Jeanne Nadenicek
Feb 11 Fran Carmichael, Dorothe 

Otemann
Feb 13 Elaine Johnson, Geneva 

Stonecipher
Feb 14 Tanna Nicholson, Wendi 

Stunzi, Johnathan Wilson
Feb 15 Bill Childers, Zack Chromiak, 

Marj Hinkley, Chase MacMillan
Feb 16 Allison Flaishans, Sara 

Johnson, Sheila Marshall, 
Mary Elizabeth McConnell, 

Lee Padgett, Winki Winburn
Feb 17 Jack Palmer
Feb 18 Anne Lane, Keith Oelke, 

Winston Stephens
Feb 19 William Carey, Durand Heath 

III, Jim Spencer
Feb 20   Joseph Stunzi
Feb 21 Karen Cobb, Chatham 

Johnson, Suzanne Sugiuchi
Feb 22 John Barrett, Sally Sams, Lori 

Wilfong
Feb 23 Kyle Hunt, Jane McGown, 

Becky Padgett, Laura Seward, 
Evan Arrington-Tsao

Feb 24 Melanie Powers, Mariel 
Pritchett, Pam Prokasy, 
Randy Riner, Meg Spencer, 
James Williams

Feb 25 Stephanie Bennewitz, Warren 
Goodstone, Keith Guest, Jr., 
Lois Neighbors, Elaine Weeks

Feb 26 Diane Adams, Suzanne Hill, 
Hilary Shuford, Mary Ben 
Woolbright

Feb 27 Jody Corry, Dan Horton
Feb 28  Celeste Arrington, Kathy 

Bangle, Dwayne Campbell, 
Margaret Davis, Steven 
DeSimone, Faye Marshall

Feb 29   Holly MacMillan

In Memoriam
Ruby Thomas Hodgson

1926-2020

In Memoriam
Martha Bell Isle Shenesey 

1924-2020
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Return Service Requested

Sundays at First Presbyterian Church

Sunday, February 2
The Whole Truth

Dr. Ryan Baer Preaching
Communion Sunday, Food Sunday

Sunday, February 9
Youth Sunday

Red Cross Blood Drive

Sunday, February 16
Campus Ministry Sunday

Rev. Will Norman Preaching

Sunday, February 23
Who Do You Say That I Am?

Dr. Ryan Baer Preaching

Wednesday, February 26
Ash Wednesday

Dr. Ryan Baer Preaching

Worship Schedule 
8:45 & 11:00 a.m.

Sunday School for All Ages
9:45 a.m.

Children’s Church
Children 4 years old through Grade 2 may leave 

with Natalie Bishop, Director of Children’s 
Ministries, during the 11:00 a.m. service for 

Children’s Church held in the Children’s Chapel, 
which is across from the Church Library on the 

2nd floor of the Tinsley-Stern Building.


