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Ryan’s Reflections
Dear friends in Christ,

Marcus Stiggers was one of the best athletes I ever competed against. 
Marcus wasn’t particularly big or strong, and while he was fast, he wasn’t 
the fastest player on the field. But Marcus possessed almost super-human 
agility – the ability to appropriately and quickly change directions in 
response to rapidly changing conditions.

In early March, the church staff spent a full day at an off-site planning 
retreat mapping out the church calendar for the rest of 2020. We obviously 
didn’t plan that day for a global pandemic that would necessitate the 

suspension of all in-person church activities for months on end, but here we are. Nevertheless, 
I am so impressed with the agility that the staff and Session have displayed in response to 
rapidly changing conditions. To a person, they have continued to serve First Presbyterian 
Church of Athens with energy, intelligence, imagination, and love, and I am so honored to 
count them as colleagues in ministry.

As we continue to learn more about COVID-19 and its impact on faith communities, agility 
will continue to be of vital importance for the whole congregation. There will be many 
important decisions to be made in days to come, and your prayers and words of encouragement 
for the congregation’s leadership are needed now more than ever.

Remember, the church has never closed. Ordinarily, our building is a tremendous asset for 
our ministry and mission, but the pandemic has caused us to temporarily stop using it. But our 
ministry and mission have continued, much of it in new and innovative ways. In response to 
God’s grace, First Presbyterian Church continues to create community where people engage 
the truth of the gospel of Jesus Christ, rejoice in worship, and go forth sharing the love of 
Christ with Athens and the world.

However, none of it would happen without your generous support of this ministry. Your 
continued faithfulness is a witness to the good news of the gospel. Thank you for your 
continued generosity, and even more, thank God for you.

May God watch between us while we are apart one from another.

Peace be with you,

Ryan, Senior Pastor

Save the Date

Every Sunday
10:00 a.m.

Worship Livestream on 
Facebook and YouTube

Sundays during the 
month of June

11:15 a.m.
Adult Sunday School 

via Zoom

Fridays through July 31
Church Office closes 

at 2:00 p.m.

July 5
Communion Sunday

Food Sunday

July 9
Congregational Care 
Commission Meeting
via Zoom at 9:30 a.m.

Stated Session Meeting
via Zoom at 6:00 p.m.

July 19
Mission & Outreach

Commission Meeting
via Zoom at 4:00 p.m.

July 21
10:30 a.m.

Dedication of the Moses 
Waddel Headstone 

@Oconee Hill Cemetery

We are in our summer worship schedule of one service at 
10:00 a.m. Adult Sunday School will meet via Zoom during 
June and then will break for the rest of the summer. The 
church office will close at 2:00 p.m. on Friday afternoons 
through July 31. Our office hours are: 8:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. 

Monday through Thursday, 8:30 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. Friday. If you need assistance after hours, 
please call the church office to reach the pastor on call.



A Message from Carol
Dear Church Friends,

“Proclaim the message; be persistent whether the time is favorable or unfavorable,” (2 Timothy 4:2 
NRSV) or “in season or out of season,” according to the translation I grew up on (RSV). This is a 
strange season — Quarantide — and certainly not favorable. Yet the ministry of the church carries on.  
Actually, it’s more needed than ever.

Mission and Outreach: While we have not sent volunteers to serve at Our Daily Bread soup kitchen, we 
have sent money to underwrite the meals we would have provided. Additionally, we supplied pizzas 
to the Homeless Day Center once a week for 10 weeks. The congregation has faithfully continued 

our monthly Food Sundays with food donation drop-off on the prior Friday. Our commission has taken responsibility 
for transporting twice-a-week food delivery from the Athens Commu-
nity Council on Aging (ACCA) to pick-up sites for its clients — 65 bags 
of groceries, 45 bags of fresh fruit, plus crates of milk, apples, and bread 
which fill the church van, a pick-up truck, and a car. To help with the 
economic impact of the COVID-19 pandemic, we sent above-and-beyond 
gifts to ACCA ($3,000), the Athens Area Emergency Food Bank ($1,600), 
and Bethlehem Ministries in Haiti ($1,600). We also encouraged church 
members to give directly to our partners in ministry, i.e. local agencies we 
have vetted and support with Outreach Grants. We have received three 
special offerings: One Great Hour of Sharing ($1,265), Caring Hands 
for Presbyterian Homes of Georgia ($960), and the Pentecost Offering 
($843). While not officially an FPC endeavor, Mask Making for Athens 
has been spearheaded by our own Melinda DeMaria, Amy Baer, and 
Margaret Davis and has produced over 13,000 masks! During our host 
week for Family Promise, we sent volunteers to provide meals and hospi-
tality for the homeless families which are being housed at Athens Church 
of Christ during the pandemic.

Congregational Care: We have not been able to visit folks in person as lay callers, 
Stephen Ministers, flower deliverers, or pastors, so we have stepped up our pastoral 
care with phone calls and written notes. The Session has aided this ministry 
tremendously by checking in with each household in the congregation. (If you 
were not reached, please let the church know). The commission endorsed the 
erection of a prayer station in front of the church which I created with the help 
of several others. With a placard declaring, “Let justice roll down like waters” 
(Amos 5:24), it is an affirmation of our desire to stand for what is right and an 
invitation to the community to join us in prayer for change. Given the pandemic, 
economic stress, and racial strife, the commission scheduled a livestream prayer 
service for the congregation on June 17.

Fellowship: We had to forego many favorite fellowship and dining activities these 
last few months. But when we are able to resume, it will be with newly purchased 
tablecloths and flatware. To lift our spirits and get better acquainted, a churchwide 
game night via Zoom was held June 10, to the delight of all participants.

Grace and peace,

Carol Strickland, Associate PastorPrayer Station

ACCA food delivery

Godspeed Katherine Worsham!
In late 2019, Katherine Worsham joined FPC Athens as our Accounting Assistant. From day one, 
Katherine has done outstanding work and has been an invaluable colleague in ministry. Last week, 
Katherine informed us that she has accepted a full-time position with a local construction company 
and that June 29 will be her last day with us. While we are sad to see Katherine go, we are very grateful 
for the help that she has provided during her time with us. If you would like to send expressions of 
gratitude for her service, you may mail to her at 1070 Stone Shoals Lane, Watkinsville, GA, 30677 or 
e-mail her at Katherinew3@gmail.com.



Music Notes: Blank Stops
When I first sat down to play the organ in our sanctuary, I noticed something un-
usual, a row of blank stops. When our Schantz organ was installed in 2002, there 
were plans in place to add an Antiphonal Organ (or Antiphonal Division, more on 
that below) at some point in the future. Thanks to a generous contribution from an 
individual, that addition is now taking place.

Our present organ is made up of or divided (hence the word “division”) into four 
“little” organs, each controlled by its own keyboard and a set of stops which, when 
pulled, make certain pipes in that division play. We have three keyboards for the hands 
and a big keyboard for the feet. Each stop controls a set of pipes that make a particular 
sound, like a flute or a trumpet. Stops can be used individually, or in combination 
with other stops. Each division can be played alone or coupled with others.

The word “antiphonal” basically means sound alternating back-and-forth from two 
different places by two groups of singers, instrumentalists, or in this case, organ pipes. 
A couple of years ago we had an organ and brass concert. For part of that concert, a 
brass group was in the balcony playing back-and-forth or antiphonally with the organ.

Our new Antiphonal Organ will be in the 
back of the sanctuary in two chambers (re-
cessed into the walls) on either side of the 
balcony. The chambers are being built under 
the guidance of our own Smith Wilson, and 
the organ (pipes and other necessary parts) 
is being built by Schantz in Ohio. Once 
installed, it will be playable from the console 
we have now in the choir loft. It will have 
seven stops, including a majestic Trumpet 
Harmonique. The Antiphonal Organ will be 
used in alternation (back-and-forth) with our 
main organ, and it will also be coupled at times 
with the main organ giving the congregation 
a “surround sound.” This addition will add 
more choices of sound and color, and being in 
a different place, it will add a new dimension 

of sound to our already wonderful organ and sanctuary. Most importantly, when we are 
finally able to do so, it will enrich our congregational singing. More information will be 
coming out, including pictures and video as the project moves forward.

The Antiphonal Organ is given by Dr. William E. Barry in honor of The United 
States Military Academy.

Soli Deo Gloria (To God alone be the Glory),

John Coble, Director of Music and Organist

Organ console with blank stops on the right

Antiphonal Organ Sketch - view from the pulpit

Picture of one of the chambers, framed
by Smith Wilson and crew

Chambers cut in the walls



Children’s Ministry Update

To help celebrate the beginning of summer and support our children and families 
while we continue to worship at home, parents and children were invited to drop 
by the church in early June to pick up a bag FULL of summer goodies and worship 
resources. The children even received their very own Church Mouse! In addition to 
the resources and summer treats, families were also provided with information and 
supplies to take part in a Special Summer 2020 Mini Mission Project -“Sharing More 
of God’s Love in and around Athens!” At the beginning of 2020, the children learned 
about how they too can take part in fulfilling our church’s mission statement. They 
wrote New Year’s Resolutions focused on different ways we can “go forth sharing 
the love of Christ with Athens and the world.” Now more than ever, we need to 
make sure that we are continuing to share the love of Christ in any way that we can. 
The children have already gotten started sharing MORE of God’s love here at home 
by displaying BIG HEARTS outside of their houses and “chalking the walk” with 
messages of love, hope, and peace. Stay tuned for more pictures of our sweet First Pres 
children sharing MORE of GOD’S LOVE this summer. Happy Summer everyone! 

Natalie Bishop, Director of Children’s Ministry

Summer 2020



Youth Ministry News
Summer 2020 Newsletter: YOUTH UPDATE
There’s a Montreat Youth Conference energizer called Star Trekking that has been going 
through my mind lately: “It’s life dear, but not as we know it, not as we know it, not as we know it. It’s 
life dear but not as we know it.” Yes, this time is definitely not as we have known before, but youth 
ministry has smoothly adjusted to best support our youth and parents. Here are a few highlights 
from the last four months:

MARCH: Thank God for technology!
Beginning on March 15, we moved Sunday School and MS/HS youth groups to Zoom. Our 
meetings include both games, devotional time and prayers. This month, we spent time talking 
about fear and hope and what brings us comfort, particularly how do we find God in the chaos 
and uncertainty. 

APRIL: Holy Week @ Home
On the Thursday before Palm Sunday I delivered Holy Week devotionals, palm branches and 
Easter goodies to 30 homes (45 youth!). It was great to see the smiling, confused faces as we 
caught up from 10ft + away on how they were adjusting to being home. Confirmation Sunday 
was supposed to be April 26, with a closing retreat the weekend before. Instead, confirmands 
and their mentors met online to share about how this time has impacted their faith journey. The 
class will resume in the Fall, when we hopefully can all be together in person again.

MAY: Game Nights and Graduation
At the end of April we hosted our first Family Trivia Night, followed by a Disney-themed game 
night this month - complete with costumes! Every couple weeks, we have also been offering a 
parents-only Zoom time where we can connect and support each other. As is typical, May was our 
busiest month! The first week, we celebrated our high school seniors with gift bags delivered to 
each graduate, personal videos on Facebook, and a blessing during worship on May 10. The second, 
we welcomed rising 6th graders into youth ministry! The third week, we delivered Pentecost bags 
to families including dove making materials and blank cards to spread God’s message of love to 
others. And on the last day, which would have been our departure date, we held a gathering for all 
who had planned to go on the Puerto Rico mission trip. We tested our knowledge of the church 
building with a “where is this?’ slideshow and learned about a virtual mission trip opportunity.

JUNE & JULY
This summer we will focus our youth ministry on what it means to live out the words in Micah. How 
do we do justice? What does it mean to love kindness? When must we walk humbly? While Montreat 
and mission trips have been cancelled, we are committed to using this summer to strengthen our 
community and deepen our relationship with God. June will be focused on Racial Justice Awareness 
with a 21 Day Challenge. During this time youth and families (and church members) are invited on 
a journey of personal learning and self-reflection. On our youth website, www.fpcathenspit.com 
there are resources for you to spend time each day learning about race, power and privilege. July will 
focus on a different social justice issue (hunger, homelessness, children/education) each week. We’ll 
begin the week on Sunday nights with Holy Words, Holy Sounds, and Holy Images, and close 
together on Friday afternoon with a time for reflection, celebration, and prayer. During the week, 
youth will have opportunities for at-home hands-on activities to respond to the issue.

I’m not sure when we’ll be together again in person, but today I am incredibly 
grateful for this time - time at home with my family; time to read and grow; 
time to connect with old friends; time to slow down and literally listen to the 
birds sing. Thank you God.

“So do not fear, for I am with 
you; do not be dismayed, for I am 
your God. I will strengthen you 
and help you; I will uphold you 
with my righteous right hand.” 
- Isaiah 41:10

Kim Ness, 
Director of Youth Ministries



March Financial
Information

Total Mar. Revenue               $109,741
Budgeted Mar. Revenue  $106,585
Total Revenue YTD          $315,163

Total Mar. Expenses                 $96,816
Budgeted Mar. Expenses  $132,240
Total Expenses YTD           $292,487

21 Day Challenge
Feeling overwhelmed with the state of our world? Unsure how to help? Don’t know 
where to start? You are invited to participate in a 21 Day Challenge to raise your awareness 
of race, power, and privilege. You will be introduced to voices and perspectives different 
than your own through articles, videos, and podcasts. Each day you will choose one way 
of engagement and reflect in a journal. From the countless resources available, we have 
pulled together a list of 50 options, with additional resources listed at the bottom of the site. 
At the end of the challenge, we will gather in small groups on Zoom to share our reflec-
tions. For more information and to sign up, visit 
sites.google.com/view/fpcathenspit/21-
day-challenge or click in the button on FPC 
homepage (FirstPresAthens.org).

June 1 Brita Barry, Jon Chambers, 
Angela Hunt, Marie Ledford

June 2 John Hays 
June 3 Sarah Baines, Cael Farley, 

Aidan Farley, Bill Gilmore, 
Mary Kim, Pete Randa

June 5 Harry Shuford, Jr.
June 6 Emily Gaskill, Emma Hunt
June 7 Audrey Cheek, Ansley 

McKnight, Clyde Noble
June 8 Will Cox, Mike Estes, Ned 

Phares, Catie Beth Kirch, 
Diane Trap

June 9 Betsy Arrington, Hannah 
Betzel, Jane Kimbrell, Niko 
Lee, Avery McLean, Katherine 
Queen

June 10 Dallas Bono, Martha Harris
June 11 Anna Kate Barrett
June 12 Emily Barrow, Don Carnes, 

Johnny Carr, Linda Childers, 
Sarah Heath, Darryl Magrino

June 13 Jason Aldrich, Jim London, 
Klon Waldrip

June 14 Meg Gurtcheff, Jay Holloway, 
Jr., Isaac Toney, Leslie Trier

June 15 Brittany Carter, Don DeMaria,
 Mark Poole, Laney Roberts

June 16 Celeste Fischetti, Joanne 
Fischetti

June 17 Pamela Chaffin, Bill Flatt, Ben 
Ness

June 18 Carol Jeanne Hood, Sarah 
Lawrence, Jeffrey Trapnell

June 19 Ernie DePascale, Eliza Downs, 
Hamilton Grenley

June 20 Dawn Frisch, Lee Poole
June 21 Dave Grenley, Matthew Jones
June 22 Campbell Abbott II, John 

Adams, Abigale Bishop, Lanier 
Bishop, Marshall Esary, Eve 
Morris

June 23 Caroline LaBoon, William 
Owens IV, Jennifer Sunderlin

June 24 Genevieve Hromalik, Julie 
Knowlton, Page Pate, Molly 
Towles

June 25 Judy Colbert
June 26 Denise Horton, Mac Smith
June 27 Liddell Bartlett, Nora Bawcum, 

Caleb Knowles
June 28 Maggie Davis, Sawyer 

Griffeth, Sydney Jackson
June 29 Jean Hopkins
June 30 Jane Collins, Susan Huff, 

Bennett Lee, Marilyn Shawver

Bicentennial 2020

A number of events for the recognition of this 200th year have been 
on hold due to the pandemic. I am reminded of the phrase “that 
life happens while we are making other plans.” We are working 
to reschedule some of the events, with some possibly being held 
in 2021. The dedication of the Moses Waddel headstone marker 
will be on Tuesday, July 21, 2020 at 10:30 a.m. at Oconee Hill 
Cemetery. Dr. Ryan Baer will officiate the service. Since this will 

be held outside, this can take place with proper social distancing. Other details will follow 
for this and other Bicentennial activities as we consider safety above all else.

Diane Adams, Chair

February Financial
Information

Total Feb. Revenue               $96,242
Budgeted Feb. Revenue  $111,803
Total Revenue YTD          $205,422

Total Feb. Expenses                 $100,799
Budgeted Feb. Expenses  $112,377
Total Expenses YTD           $195,670

April Financial
Information

Total Apr. Revenue               $140,896
Budgeted Apr. Revenue     $95,519
Total Revenue YTD          $456,059

Total Apr. Expenses                 $113,600
Budgeted Apr. Expenses  $113,827
Total Expenses YTD           $406,086

Congratulations, 
College Graduates! 

William Jenkins Corry, the son 
of Mac and Jody 
Corry, graduated 
from Washington 
& Lee University in 
VA with a Bachelor 
of Arts. He plans to 
move to Washing-

ton D.C. and work on Capitol Hill.

Elizabeth Kathryn Simmons, the 
daughter of Robert 
and Paige Simmons, 
graduated from Sa-
lem College in NC 
with a Bachelor of 
Ar t History and 
Economics. She is 
considering career 
options in North Carolina.



Our Church Family
Congratulations to:

Terry and Sherry Caven on the birth of their grandson, Stewart Prescott Gilbert.

Christian Sympathy to:

Doris Ramsey on the death of her son, Robert Edward Adams, Jr.

The Avery and Bartlett families on the death of Katherine Baskin Avery .

Diane Hudgins and family on the death of her mother, Lola Hamby Caples.

The Clement and Thompson family on 
the death of Florence (Jill) Hayden Clement.

John Coble and family on the death of his mother, Joyce McLean Coble.

Jennifer Castlemen and family on the death 
of her father, Woodrow “Buddy” Deen.

The Griffin and Elkins families on the death of Frances Holliman Griffin.

The Kilpatrick family on the death of Cardee Friedrichsen Kilpatrick.

Allan Middleton on the death of his mother, Julie Middleton.

Jo Anne Lowe and family on the death of her sister, Marcia Jean Snow.

Pattie Thurston on the death of her father, Ralph Mattox Snow, Jr.

The Wilfong family on the death of Kathleen Henson Wilfong.

July 2 Bob Googe, Jeremy 
Praissman, Fred Wallace 

July 3 Jacob Castleman, Brenda 
Glasscock, Miller Heath, 
Zanne Hunt

July 4 Harrison Goodstone, Andrew 
Neighbors

July 5 Drew Marshall, Bob Thornton 
III, Neil Woodall

July 6 Jeannie Burbage, Ron Cox, 
Mac McKnight, Jr., Virginia 
Sheilds

July 7 Ben Park
July 8 Jack Carey, Melody Croft, 

Daniel DeSimone
July 9 Sharon Logan, Gail Wilfong
July 10 Tripp Pittman III
July 11 Chris Michalek, Will Park, 

Adam Sapp, Mike Waldrip
July 12 Cheryl Brock, Nancy Heyl, 

Carol Lunde
July 13 Evie Bawcum, Bertis Downs 

IV, Ruth Ike
July 14 Sarah Bryan, Stephen 

Covington, Ellie Pope
July 15 Tai Tai Burg

July 16 Annie Blanks, Kitty Donnan,
 Sara Haire
July 17 Jenny Calvo, Lisa Jones
July 18 Tom Bowen, Helen DeVore, 

Elizabeth Gaskill, Al Ike, Jr., 
Henry Smith

July 19 John Ferguson, Lucy Ferguson
July 20 Mary Winn Granum, 

Margaret Johansen, Parker 
Middleton, Carl Nichols

July 23 Noah Knowles, Tom Lanier 
III, Karl Schab

July 24 Kathryn Nichols
July 25 Kelly Calvo, Sarah Carey, 

Chris Gazlay, Tom Lane, Jr., 
Art Ryder

July 26 Stan Bailey, Elizabeth Blount, 
Chiara Bono, Claudia Cole

July 27 Jamie Baer, Rod Canfield, 
Charlotte Chromiak, 

July 28 Bob Frisch, Chris Queen
July 29 Jim Bennewitz, Addie Downs, 

Mack Elrod, Barbara Scott
July 30 Courtney Aldrich, Rick 

Huszagh, Grace Magrino, 
Allan Middleton III

July 31 Joe Berry

In Memoriam
Katherine Baskin

Avery 
1923-2020

In Memoriam
Frances Holliman 

Griffin 
1917-2020

In Memoriam
Joyce McLean 

Coble 
1929-2020

In Memoriam
Kathleen Henson 

Wilfong 
1914-2020

In Memoriam
Florence (Jill) Hayden 

Clement 
1923-2020

In Memoriam
Cardee Friedrichsen 

Kilpatrick 
1939-2020

Subscribe to the new FPC 
YouTube Channel!

As we work to improve our online 
worship experience, we recently 
launched our YouTube channel! If you 
don’t have Facebook, this is a new way 
for you to follow worship live.

Please Subscribe to our Channel: 
click on the button on FPC website 
or search for “First Presbyeterian 
Church of Athens GA” on YouTube 
and you will find us.If you have any 
questions, please contact Paulo San-
tos at paulo@firstpresathens.org.



185 E. Hancock Avenue • Athens, GA 30601
(706) 543-4338

Return Service Requested

Sundays at First Presbyterian Church

Sunday, June 21
Songs of Faith – Psalm 23

Dr. Ryan Baer Preaching
Father’s Day

Sunday, June 28
Songs of Faith – Psalm 42

Dr. Ryan Baer Preaching

Sunday, July 5
Songs of Faith – Psalm 51

Dr. Carol Strickland Preaching
Communion Sunday. Food Sunday

Sunday, July 12
Songs of Faith – Psalm 61

Dr. Ryan Baer Preaching

Sunday, July 19
Songs of Faith – Psalm 77

Dr. Ryan Baer Preaching

Sunday, July 26
Songs of Faith – Psalm 88

Dr. Ryan Baer Preaching

Worship Schedule
10:00 a.m. Facebook and YouTube 

Livestream. Check our website 
(FirstPresAthens.org) for more 
information and instructions to

follow worship

Sunday School will meet until the 
end of June via Zoom and then will 

break for the rest of the Summer


