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Save the Date
March 1 

Communion Sunday
Food Sunday

New Member Tea
March 3
Circle 3/4 
Circle 6

March 4
Our Daily Bread, 12:00 p.m., 

First Baptist Church
Wed@First Dinner and 

Conversation
March 5

Family Promise of Athens 
Volunteer Training at
First Baptist Church

March 8
Daylight Savings 

Time Begins
New Member Reception

March 11
Circle 7

Bookless Book Group
March 12

Josephine Paine Bible Study
March 17

Our Daily Bread, 7:00 a.m., 
First Baptist ChurchChurch

March 22
Envisioning Future of the 

Church Lunch
Family Promise of Athens

Host Week Begins

Ryan’s Reflections

Dear friends in Christ,

The final scene of the 1984 film Places in the Heart depicts a half-empty 
sanctuary on a typical Sunday morning. The preacher stands before the 
congregation and begins to read from 1 Corinthians 13, while at the same 
time, ushers begin to pass plates of cubed bread and trays with cups of 
juice among the people. It’s quite clear that the congregation is celebrating 
Communion, also known as the Lord’s Supper or the Eucharist.

But something remarkable happens next. The camera zooms in on the 
plates and trays, and it becomes clear that as the sacrament is being celebrated, the previously 
half-empty sanctuary is suddenly quite full, almost to overflowing. Each parishioner reverently 
passes the plates and trays to their neighbor and says to them lovingly, “The peace of God.” In 
the final shot of the film, two characters who died tragically in the movie’s opening scene are 
now very much alive, sitting side by side, sharing together the bread and cup.

When we celebrate Communion, I’m often mindful of that closing scene in Places in the Heart 
and these words from Revelation 7:9 – “After this I looked, and there was a great multitude 
that no one could count, from every nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing 
before the throne and before the Lamb, robed in white, with palm branches in their hands.” 
When we come to the Lord’s Table, there are far more saints gathered around Christ’s table 
than can be seen with the naked eye.

However, because of age or infirmity, some of our sisters and brothers have a hard time coming 
to the Lord’s Table. In those cases, the Elders of First Presbyterian Church are bringing the 
Lord’s Table to them. On the Sundays when we celebrate Communion in morning worship, 
that same afternoon, pairs of Elders take the bread and the cup to homebound and members in 
Senior Care Facilities. This is never a “private” celebration of the sacrament, but rather an extension 
of the church’s corporate worship, remembering that wherever two or more are gathered in 
Christ’s name, the Lord is always present.

I am grateful to serve alongside such faithful Elders who serve with energy, intelligence, imagination, 
and love, and I am so very grateful for the ways in which you support the work of the church. 
When you give to First Presbyterian Church, you’re doing so much more than supporting an 
operating budget. You’re seeing to it that the marks of the Church show forth clear and true 
–where the Word of God is rightly preached and heard, the sacraments are rightly administered, 
and disciples of Jesus Christ are formed and sent into the world. Thank you for all the ways in 
which you support this ministry, and even more, thank God for you.

Peace be with you and yours,

Ryan, Senior Pastor



Music Notes
I found it interesting to learn that the old Celtic calendar is in the form of a circle. We tend to think of our calendars as something 
flat and rectangular. Whether on our electronic devices or on the printed page, each month is somewhat of a block with 
beginning and an end. The idea of a circular calendar is that it continuously turns. It is never ending. With the passage of 
time, seasons eventually cycle back around. 

Our liturgical calendar has brought us back around to the season of Lent. I have found the liturgical calendar and the seasons 
and special days we observe in the church year to be very educational. It helps us understand our story as God’s people. At one 
Montreat Worship and Music Conference, we focused on the liturgical calendar. We learned that there are two main cycles: 
the Christmas cycle, and the Easter cycle. Each of those has a time of preparation, a celebration of the event itself, and a time 
of follow-up and reflection. So, we have had Advent, Christmas, and Epiphany. Now we have moved to the penitential season 
of Lent, which will culminate with Holy Week, then we celebrate Easter for a day and a season of fifty days, which will lead 
us to Pentecost. We also sing some familiar hymns (it wouldn’t be Palm Sunday without “All Glory, Laud, and Honor!”). 
Some may ask why we need to repeat the same things every year. We’ve heard these stories and sung these hymns before 
and we know how the story goes. But, at that Montreat conference, I noticed as we read familiar stories that they seemed to 
sound coincidentally similar to current events in our world. I asked the conference preacher if that was intentional. He told 
me the scriptures, sermons, and services had all been planned over two years. They didn’t know what would be going to 
be in the news at the time of our conference. 
He also explained that while we hear the same 
stories repeated, we hear them with new ears 
each time because we have changed as people 
by the time these stories come around again. As 
we hear the old stories during Lent and Easter, 
let us hear them with new ears.

The Wayne F. Middendorf Memorial Concert 
Series presents Geneva Stonecipher in an organ 
recital on Sunday, April 5, 5:00 p.m. Geneva is 
a member and a former Church Music Intern at 
First Presbyterian Church, and is completing her 
Master of Music degree in Organ Performance at 
the Indiana University Jacobs School of Music.

Soli Deo Gloria (To God Alone Be the Glory),

John Coble, Director of Music and Organist

Montreat Women’s Connection Conference
Women from First Presbyterian of Athens (and their friends) will attend the Women’s Connection 
Conference at Montreat the weekend of August 14-16 and invite you to join us! The theme is “Word 
Wise: Encountering the Word that Draws Us In and Sends Us Out.” The keynoter is Jen Hatmaker. 
She is a dynamic speaker who is especially popular among younger women. Therefore, it is possible that 
spaces will fill up fast. So, don’t put off committing to an enjoyable and enriching opportunity with new 
and old friends. If you’ve never been to Montreat in the NC mountains, now is your chance.

We have reserved the Georgia Lodge, a convenient location for our group to stay together (shared bedrooms 
and baths). Though the lodging cost has not yet been determined, we hope to keep it well under $100 

for the weekend, including breakfast. We are considering options for other meals including taking food and eating in Black 
Mountain. We will do our best to keep costs as reasonable as possible. Last year we shared the Georgia Lodge with another 
church. We would like to have enough FPC women sign up to use the entire lodge ourselves this year. To sign up for lodging, 
follow the link on FPC website home page.

You must register separately for the actual conference: https://montreat.org/events/wc2020. On the 
website you will see that the registration cost of $237 before July 3 and $262 after that. If you plan to 
stay with FPC women at the Georgia Lodge, you will choose the “Conference Only” option. It will 
guide you through. Although it will look as though you are registering for accommodations, you are not.

If you need any further information, email Carol McKay at carol_mckay@att.net. Please contact me if 
you need scholarship help.

Carol Strickland, Associate Pastor



Food Sunday 
On Sunday, March 1, we will col-
lect non-perishable food items for 
the Athens-Area Emergency Food 
Bank. This month they request:

w canned salmon
w toilet paper
w paper towels

Thank you for donating 371 items 
in February!

Bicentennial
Thank you to John Coble; The Chancel Choir; Ron Bogue, 
presenter; Dallas Bono, guest soloist; Bulldog Brass Society; 
and members of The Handbell Choir who performed an 
outstanding concert on February 16.

Matt Bishop will facilitate two Envisioning the Future sessions 
to look to the future of First Pres as we move forward into the 
next 200 years. The first is on Sunday, March 22, when we will 
have a lunch meeting following the 11:00 a.m. service. This 
lunch will be a fundraiser for the Puerto Rico Mission Trip. The second opportunity is at 
the Wednesday@First dinner on March 25.

Madie Fischetti and Mary Attaway have 
plans to enhance the garden this Spring with 
additional bulbs and perennials. When you 
come to the Envisioning sessions bring a 
start of plants labeled in plastic bags. There     
will be boxes at the atrium doors. If you 
have questions, please e-mail Madie at 
madiefischetti@gmail.com.

Diane Adams, Chair

Save Your Vision Month - Recycling Eyeglasses
According to the World Health Organization, one-fourth of the world’s population 
needs corrective lenses to improve their eyesight. Many of these people are unable to 
afford or find eyeglasses. We can help solve this problem! The Lions Clubs International 
has an eyeglass recycling program whereby used glasses are cleaned, repaired, and 
classified by prescription, then distributed at no cost to needy people in developing 
countries around the world.

Donations accepted include prescription glasses, reading glasses, and sunglasses 
(prescription or plain). Donation stations are located in the Atrium and at both 
Dougherty Street entrances.

Our Bicentennial goal is to collect 200+ pair of glasses. Your donation of old but 
useful eyeglasses will help many who are in need of vision correction receive a true 
“twenty- twenty” gift in the year 2020.

Julie Hayes

Bookless Book Group
March 11 & 25, 11:30 a.m.

A group of women meets on the 
second and fourth Wednesday of 
each month to enjoy lunch and 
conversation. We meet at a variety 
of restaurants and invite anyone 
interested to join us. For more 
information please contact Polly 
Erickson at pollyanndawgs@yahoo.
com. Our next meetings will be:
March 11 - Heirloom Cafe, 815 
N. Chase Street
March 25 - Brett’s Casual Amer-
ican, 3190 Atlanta Highway

Mission and Outreach Goals:
March
* Save Your Vision Month (Goal: 200+ 
pairs of glasses). Coordinators: Elaine Thacker 
and Julie Hayes

April
* Earth Day, 4/22 (Goal: Plant 200 
perennials or bulbs). Coordinators: Mary 
Attaway and Madie Fischetti

Stephen Ministry

An important theme of the Lenten season is the humanity of Christ. In Jesus, God became 
human and fully experienced the wide range of emotions we all encounter in life. Jesus ex-
perienced times of loneliness, sadness, hurt, anger, disappointment, grief, and abandonment. 
That is part of being human. Another part of being human is needing help from each other. 
God never intended us to be completely self-sufficient. Part of God’s plan is for each of us 
to turn to others for help when we need it.

So when you are experiencing difficult times, don’t struggle alone. Our Stephen Ministers 
will walk with you, listen to you, encourage you, pray with you, and provide confidential one-
to-one care to help you through tough times. Stephen Ministers can bring the love of Jesus 
back into your life or the life of someone that you know. Our Stephen Ministry team works 
with church members and non-members. Stephen Ministers are ready to care for you!

ContaCt a Stephen Leader for more information:

Bob Frisch: rpfrisch@aol.com, 914-262-1078

Dawn Frisch: dawnmfrisch@aol.com, 914-255-3447

Lisa Oelke: lisakoelke@gmail.com, 706-540-4251

Carol Strickland: cstrickland@firstpresathens.org, 706-765-7671

Stephen 
Ministry

Help, Hope,
Healing



HIGH $5 for HEIFER!

Thank you, First Presbyterian, for your overwhelming response to the children’s High $5 for 
Heifer presentation on Sunday, February 23. We raised over $900 in one day which means 
we have now raised $1000! High 5 First Pres! 

The idea behind High $5 for Heifer is that if we all give $5 every month for the remainder 
of 2020, we will easily raise $5000 and fill the ENTIRE First Pres Ark with all the animals 
before the church’s official birthday in December. Our team of Heifer Helpers will continue 
to be available in the atrium after worship to collect donations. Thank you again for helping 

our children and youth share God’s love with the world! 

First Presbyterian Vacation Bible School has a new name – Week of 
Wonder! Mark your calendars with this exciting Week of Wonder for 
our church children and their Athens Community friends – Tuesday, 
May 26 through Friday, May 29. Online Registration begins March 
2 and ends May 11 at www.firstpresathens.org.

Over the past few years, we have had over 100 children attend Vacation 
Bible School. And with 100 sweet and very energetic kiddos, we need lots 
of adult and youth volunteers! Please consider joining our WONDER-
FUL VBS VOLUNTEER TEAM. We have a variety of VBS volunteer 
needs, from help with set-up, to snack duty, to Godly Play storytelling. 
If you are available to lend a hand, for one day or for the entire week of 
VBS, please contact me at natalie@firstpresathens.org or 706-543-4338.

Children’s Ministry Update

Natalie Bishop, Director of Children’s Ministries



Youth Ministry

We had 49 youth participate in this year’s Youth Sunday, 
representing ten area middle and high schools. From writing 
liturgy, prayers and message, they worked to make personal 
connections to this week’s scripture for themselves and for 
the congregation. From the 600 friendship bracelets (thank 
you DeMarias!) to the banner with over 800 names to the 
reception, they planned a day that celebrated the friends 
they have found in this church family and reminded us all 
that we are called to be disciples in today’s world, spreading 
God’s message of love and hope. The full script is posted 
on our website, but here are a few quotes from the senior 
meditations:

Jesus wasn’t able to do his ministry alone: He sent out his disciples 
two by two to spread the word of God. It’s essential for people to rely 
on each other as Jesus did with his disciples, helping each other to 
strive to be the best we can be spiritually or in more secular endeavors. 
Either way, relying on each other is vital. – Graham Blanks

While in Honduras, God helped me discover how lucky I have been to grow up in the supportive 
church community and led me to adults who I can model my faith after. When sent into the unknown, 
I ironically found that being away really made me appreciate how strong our church community is. 
– Celeste Covington

After starting high school, my epiphany word was support.  I remember 
looking at the laminated cardstock and thinking, ‘I support people. I 
am a really good friend. What is God going for here?’... yet God often 

knows what we need before we do. God picked support as my epiphany word, and this allowed me to be open to 
the friendship and support of these friends, which God knew I needed before I did. – Maggie DeMaria

Whenever I am talking to my dad on the phone and I ask him 
where he is. He says “I’m here, I’m always here. Where are 
you?” and as irritating as that is. And let me tell you it can be 
irritating. Here is where I need to be. Wherever I am, whomever 
I’m with. That is where I need to be. I think that is where we 
are all called to be. – Georgia Blue Simmons

Being a good friend is what Jesus wants us all to do, and he says himself that good friends are all 
we need. Nothing else, no money or fancy clothes or cars, or expensive houses, just the sandals 
or shoes on your feet and a friend. What I say to you is to go out and make new friends. You 

never know when you might be desperately needed, or when you might be desperately in need. – Turner Trapnell

The weekend after Youth Sunday, we took 12 middle schoolers on a winter 
mystery retreat, starting in Montgomery, AL before driving on to Pensacola 
Beach, FL. From the love-filled hugs we received at Dexter Avenue Baptist 
Church, to singing We Shall Overcome in the same sanctuary where Dr. 
King preached, then sitting in the same basement where the Montgomery 
Bus Boycott was organized, we all felt a sense of hope and responsibility. 
At the Civil Rights Memorial Center, we prayed for each of the 40 names 

of martyrs, then signed the Wall 
of Tolerance, stepping back to 
watch as our names appeared on 
the wall-sized screen alongside 
more than half a million who have also pledged to be crusaders for justice. Our 
day ended at the Peace and Justice Center where we walked in silence through 800 
hanging six-foot monuments that symbolize thousands of racial terror lynching 
victims in the United States. It was a full, powerful day, and I was proud of how 
seriously and faithfully the youth took in the information and emotions.

Kim Ness, Director of Youth Ministries



Flower Dedications 
The following dates are available to 
dedicate flowers for Sunday worship: 
July 19 and August 30. The cost for 
two arrangements is $100.

Please contact Lucy Bell Johnson, 
lbell@firstpresathens.org or (706) 
543-4338 to schedule a date.

March 24
First Friends

March 25
Bookless Book Group

March 26
Josephine Paine 

Bible Study Class

April 1
Last Wed@First 
of the semester

April 5
Palm Sunday

April 5-10
Labyrinth in Fellowship Hall

April 9
Maundy Thursday 
Dinner and Service

April 12
Easter Sunday

Looking Ahead

January Financial
Information

Total Jan. Revenue               $112,773
Budgeted Jan. Revenue  $154,120
Total Revenue YTD          $112,773

Total Jan. Expenses                 $94,871
Budgeted Jan. Expenses  $113,252
Total Expenses YTD           $94,871

Family Promise Host Week

Our first Family Promise Host Week of 
2020 will be March 22-29, and we are 
looking forward to another fantastic year 
serving families in need! The sign-up 
sheet is posted in the Atrium and we hope you will consider signing up to be an 
evening or overnight host, cook a meal, drive the van, or help with the laundry 
during the week. If you are interested in serving, please contact Susan Boatwright 
at boatwrightsusan@gmail.com, Jean Bock at jbock@bellsouth.net, or Frank 
Sherrill at frankwsherrill@gmail.com. All volunteers are required to participate 
in a brief training prior to volunteering for the first time. 

Thank you for the tremendous service you’ve given to this wonderful program 
over the years. 

Susan Boatwright, Jean Bock, and Frank Sherrill, Family Promise Coordinators

Ride Share Program
The Congregational Care Commission wants to 
thank those who are participating in the Ride Share 
program, agreeing to provide transportation for a 
church member to attend church, make a doctor’s 
appointment or go to the grocery store. There is a 
need of volunteers for church members who attend 
the early service on Sunday mornings. To learn more 
about becoming a Ride Share volunteer, contact Judy 
Scanlon at judy.s.scanlon@gmail.com.

Happy Anniversary, Ryan!
On February 11, when Ryan walked into his office, he was greeted with an array of 
decorated stuffed animals, a colorful umbrella, and a background tapestry of tropical 
vegetation - a happy welcome by the staff to remind him of his one year anniversary 
at First Pres. It is hard to believe that 
it has only been a year, and we look 
forward to many more to come! 

Congratulations, Ryan!!!

FPC Staff



Daily Bible
Readings* for 

March

Our Church Family

Congratulations to:

Jane Powell on the birth of her granddaughter, 
Clara May Swanson. Parents are Julianne and Ben Swanson.

Christian Sympathy to:

The Baldwin family on the death of 
Virginia (Jinx) Roseman Baldwin.

The Izant family on the death of Paul W. Izant.

Robert Sanks on the death of his wife, 
Julia Edwards Sanks.

Mar 1   Mark 10:17-31    
Mar 2   Psalm 19:7-10 
Mar 3   Exodus 20:1-21
Mar 4   Deut. 5:1-21
Mar 5   Psalm 52
Mar 6   Psalm 62 
Mar 7   Jer. 32:1-25
Mar 8   Mark 10:32-52
Mar 9   Psalm 34:11-14
Mar 10  Psalm 111
Mar 11  Mark 11:12-14
Mar 12  Mark 11:15-19
Mar 13  Mark 11:20-26
Mar 14  Mark 11:27-33
Mar 15 Mark 12:1-12 [13-17]
Mar 16  Psalm 86:8-13
Mar 17  Mark 12:13-17
Mar 18  Mark 12:18-27
Mar 19  Isaiah 5:1-7
Mar 20  Ps. 121
Mar 21  Heb. 1:1-4
Mar 22  Mark 12:28-44
Mar 23  Ps. 89:1-4
Mar 24  Ps. 102:12-17
Mar 25  Ps. 121
Mar 26  Ps. 116:12-19
Mar 27  Ps. 22:1-2, 14-21
Mar 28  Deut. 6:1-9 
Mar 29  Mark 13:1-8, 24-37
Mar 30  Mark 13:9-13
Mar 31  Mark 13:14-23

Daily Bible Readings*
The scripture readings follow the Narrative Lectionary for 2019-2020 which we are 
using in our Sunday worship. You are invited to use these readings at home to guide your 
household’s daily devotions.  We suggest you open your devotion with prayer, reflect on 
the scripture, connect with others in your household, and act on what you have learned 
from the scripture.

Mar 1 Monica Hromalik, Kim Ness
Mar 2 Polly Erickson, Ann Jones, 

Reggie Vipperman
Mar 3 Kent Burel, Dick Ferguson, 

Anna Palmer
Mar 4 David Huff, Sr.
Mar 5 Jennifer Abbott, Debbie Price
Mar 7 Jimmy Bishop
Mar 8 Chelsea Bradford, Nancy 

Brown, Kitty Kellogg, Pat 
Tritt, Emily Wesson

Mar 9 Carlton Bain, Cathy 
Crawford, Carol Herzog, 
Charlie Phillips, Garland 
Ryder

Mar 10 Rosevelyn Garrison, Wesley 
Walters, Cameron Walters, 
Hannah Walters

Mar 11 Joe Hermanowicz, Bruce 
Lancaster, Smith Wilson IV

Mar 12 John Carey, Jr., Diane 
Hartzell, Barbara Nair, Eunice 
Tritt

Mar 13 Les Crawford, Shirley 
Gilleland, Alison Haire, Kate 
Ness, Elizabeth Wilson

Mar 14 Steven Brooks, Nonie Hale, 
Everett Jones III

Mar 15 Brett Colbert, Martha Elmore, 
Mark Harrison, Susan Riner

Mar 16 Mary Peace
Mar 17 Mary Attaway, Camille 

Attaway, Emily Marsh, Katie 
Norris

Mar 18 Kate Coble, Curt Nesset
Mar 19  Shannon Wilder, Betsy 

Bushnell, Caty Cowsert
Mar 20 Judy Harrison, Henry Logan
Mar 21 Susan Frazier, Evelyn Moser, 

Anna Simmons
Mar 22 Chris Hughes, Jimbo LaBoon 

III, Jessica Owens, Billy Stone, 
Jack Vandiver, Steve Yeatts

Mar 23 Jeff Bangle, Daniel Epting, 
Julie Jagmin, Arlene Shirley

Mar 24 Debbie Craddock-Bell
Mar 25 Janet Bishop, Benjamin Crim, 

Meagan Moore 
Mar 26 Pat Bryan, Petch Bryan, 

Kenny Kalivoda
Mar 27  Ila Kate Johnson, Bryan 

Owens, Joe Stunzi
Mar 28 Amy Baer, Robbie Bryan, Tre 

Burg, Bob Cowsert
Mar 29 Bo Thurston
Mar 30 Beth Collins, Hugo Waldrip
Mar 31 Sydney Goodstone, Bob 

Veness, Jr.

In Memoriam
Virginia (Jinx) 

Roseman Baldwin 
1929-2020

In Memoriam
Julia Edwards Sanks

1942-2020

In Memoriam
Paul W. Izant

1926-2020
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Return Service Requested

Sundays at First Presbyterian Church

Sunday, March 1
Possessions

Dr. Ryan Baer Preaching
Communion Sunday, Food Sunday

Sunday, March 8
Reserved Seating

Dr. Ryan Baer Preaching

Sunday, March 15
Render Unto Caesar

Dr. Ryan Baer Preaching

Sunday, March 22
The Greatest Commandment
Dr. Ryan Baer Preaching

Sunday, March 29
Keep Awake

Dr. Carol Strickland Preaching

Worship Schedule 
8:45 & 11:00 a.m.

Sunday School for All Ages
9:45 a.m.

Children’s Church
Children 4 years old through Grade 2 may leave 

with Natalie Bishop, Director of Children’s 
Ministries, during the 11:00 a.m. service for 

Children’s Church held in the Children’s Chapel, 
which is across from the Church Library on the 

2nd floor of the Tinsley-Stern Building.


