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Save the Date
September 3

Circle 3/4

September 4
Our Daily Bread

September 5
Family Promise (Formerly 
IHNA) Volunteer Training

September 7-8
Youth Fall Retreat

September 8
FirstThings

Youth Confirmation
Dinner and Blessing

September 9
Circle 2

September 11 & 25
Bookless Book Group

September 12
Josephine Paine Bible

Study Begins

September 15
New Member Tea

September 18
Wed@First Dinner 
and Conversation

September 22
New Member Reception

Ryan’s Reflections
Dear friends in Christ,

Our youngest son Joshua started kindergarten last month, and while this 
milestone marks the beginning of his “school career,” he is no stranger to 
the classroom. When he was two years old, he began attending the Early 
Learning Center at the First Presbyterian Church of Fort Worth, Texas, 
and when we moved to Athens last winter, he enrolled in the Weekday 
School at the First Presbyterian Church of Athens. 

My wife Amy and I have seen firsthand the value of quality early childhood 
education. When Joshua arrived at Timothy Road Elementary School last month, he was 
“Kindergarten Ready,” and he is already thriving at “big school.”

On the afternoon of August 18, it was my honor to welcome the parents and guardians of the 
134 children who have enrolled in the First Presbyterian Church Weekday School this year.  
These families have entrusted us with their most precious gifts because Director Elaine Johnson 
and her 26 faculty members have positioned the First Presbyterian Church Weekday School as 
the leader in early childhood education in Athens. 

Even though the Weekday School operates with its own budget and board of directors, the 
school nevertheless falls entirely under the umbrella of First Presbyterian Church. Education, 
whatever the level and whatever the setting, is an expensive investment, and although the 
Weekday School generates revenue through tuition, many of the school’s expenses are met 
through the church’s operating budget, and some Weekday School families receive need-
based financial aid.

When you give to First Presbyterian Church, you’re not just giving to a budget or a building; 
you’re investing in quality early childhood education in our community. But even more 
importantly, you’re fulfilling the words of Jesus, who said, “Let the little children come to me, 
and do not stop them; for it is to such as these that the kingdom of heaven belongs.” 

Thank you for your faithful generosity, and even more, thank God for you. 

May the peace of Christ be with you and yours, 

Ryan, Senior Pastor

September 20
Fellowship@First: Picnic 
with UGA Redcoat Band

FPC Welcomes New Parish Associate
On August 12, the Session approved a covenant with the Reverend Margaret 
Davis to begin serving First Presbyterian Church as Parish Associate for Pastoral 
Care, a part-time position. While most of her time will be spent visiting in 
senior care facilities, hospitals, and the homes of our homebound members 
and friends, Margaret will support the Congregational Care Commission, 
lay callers, and Stephen Ministers. Please join us in praying and giving thanks 
for the ministry of Margaret Davis.



You’ve Got a Friend

Stephen Ministry is a behind-the-scenes ministry of pastoral care in our congregation and beyond. In 
this ministry, trained church members meet one-on-one to give confidential Christian care to people who 
are undergoing difficult situations. Members of our team of seventeen current Stephen Ministers have 
been paired with folks experiencing chronic illness, grief, a family member with Alzheimer’s, parenting 
challenges, and cancer, to name a few. Each Stephen Minister meets about an hour a week to provide 
emotional and spiritual support to his or her care receiver for as long as needed. They are present to 
listen to, encourage, and pray for people in situations that can be very isolating and discouraging. They 
communicate God’s love in flesh and blood. Some care receivers have made a point in telling me 

how much their Stephen Ministers have meant to them. Two have even been so grateful that they gave a special mon-
etary donation to the church in honor of their Stephen Ministers. I cannot say enough good things about the sensitivity, 
genuineness, and professionalism of our Stephen Ministry team.

I am happy to report that we have begun training our second group of Stephen Ministers. Ten people have committed to fifty 
hours of classes this fall. We also have two from our program who attended a weeklong training over the summer in Dallas in 
order to become Stephen Leaders. Stephen Leaders teach the training classes, make the matches of Stephen Ministers and care 
receivers, oversee the peer supervision groups which Stephen Ministers attend, and coordinate all other aspects of the ministry.

If you or someone you know could benefit from the care of a Stephen Minister, let one of our pastors or Stephen Leaders 
(Dawn Frisch, Bob Frisch, Lisa Oelke, and me) know. God doesn’t expect us to shoulder our burdens alone, but gives us 
one another to ease the load.

Carol Strickland, Associate Pastor

WELCOME!

We welcome Emmaline Michael as our Outreach Waddel Fellow for 2019-20. Emmaline comes to us through 
the Presbyterian Student Center Waddel Fellowship Program. She is a member of Roswell Presbyterian 
Church, president of the PSC student organization, and serves on the PSC board as a student representative. 
She is a fourth year UGA student from Milton, GA studying Agricultural and Applied Economics. She hopes 
to attend law school after graduation.

Music Notes
Why sing in a choir? I asked that question of myself when, at the beginning of our program year, it’s time to rally our troops, 
and hopefully recruit some new singers. I try to put myself in the shoes of the people I’m talking to, some of whom might 
be skeptical (I was at one point in my life). Unfortunately, in our consumer-driven society, we often ask, “What’s in it for 
me?” I think, in church, that’s backwards. To recast a former president, we should ask not what our church can do for us, 
but what we can do for our church. Being part of a choir takes work, 
a commitment of time and energy. It’s another kind of stewardship, 
giving of time and talent (a dangerous word). Some seem to think 
musical talent, and the ability to read music and sing, is something 
you’re either born with, or not. What’s actually needed to sing or play 
an instrument is practice. It may come easier to some than others, but 
we can all learn and we all need practice. 

Something that comes with our culture is the idea of the individual 
singer, often celebrities, that we listen to and watch. We think if we 
can’t be a soloist, we shouldn’t be singing. The good news is, in a 
choir, we sing together. Our music is a culmination of our combined 
effort. Nobody is a “star.” Nobody is better than anybody else. That’s 
why we wear robes, so that we are all “uniform” both in our appearance, and in the music we are making. We may sing in 
different parts, in harmony, but we are still singing together as a choir. In putting in that work, in each of us giving our best 
to create something more than we could as individuals, in making a musical offering to God as representatives of our church, 
that is where we do get something. In the words of St. Francis, “it is in giving that we receive.” Choir members do find 
their work rewarding, and there is something in it for them, but it’s not gained by asking that question first. It’s by offering 
ourselves to God and ministering to others that we gain our rewards.

Soli Deo Gloria (To God alone be the Glory),
John Coble, Director of Music and Organist

Emmaline Michael



Family Promise (Formerly IHNA)
Thank you to everyone who made our 
August Family Promise (formerly IHNA) 
host week a success! 
First Pres will have its next host week 
October 27 - November 3. If you are interested in volunteering, please sign up in 
the narthex or contact Susan Boatwright at boatwrightsusan@gmail.com or Frank 
Sherrill at frankwsherrill@gmail.com. We need you!
Orientation for all new volunteers will be offered on September 5 at 5:30 p.m. and 
October 3 at 12:30 p.m. at the Family Promise Office & Day Center at First Baptist 
Church (355 Pulaski Street). Please let Susan or Frank know if you are interested in 
becoming a volunteer.

Bookless Book Group
September 11 & 25, 11:30 a.m.

A group of women meets on the 
second and fourth Wednesday of 
each month to enjoy lunch and 
conversation. We meet at a variety 
of restaurants and invite anyone 
interested to join us. For more 
information please contact Polly 
Erickson at pollyanndawgs@yahoo.
com. Our next meetings will be:
September 11, Hilltop Grille, 
2310 W Broad St.
September 25, White Tiger,
217 Hiawassee Ave.

Our Daily Bread
September 4

A team from FPC buys, prepares, 
and serves meals to our neighbors 
in need on the first Wednesday of 
each month. For details and to 
help, please contact Ann Dunn 
at anndunn8@gmail.com or Fran 
Lane at fjlane@uga.edu.

Calling All Gardeners!!!

In celebration of our church’s 
200th anniversary this spring, the 
Weekday School children will plant 
200 bulbs early this November in 
our courtyard and in beds around 
the church! The children are SO 
excited to participate in this special 
way… BUT WE NEED YOUR 
HELP!!!  If you could come in the 
mornings of  November 5th, 6th, 
and/or 7th with spade/bulb planter 
tool to assist, please email the WDS 
at wds@firstpresathens.org. We so 
appreciate your help!

Fellowship@First: Picnic with UGA Redcoat Band 
September 20, 5:30 p.m.

Pack your picnic basket, blanket, frisbee, and chairs and join friends of all 
ages at the intramural practice fields to enjoy hearing and watching the 
UGA Redcoat Marching Band practice. FPC’s own Brett Bawcum is 
Associate Director of the band. Come early for parking, if desired. 
Directions: From College Station Road, turn onto Lake Herrick Drive 
(between East Campus and Loop 10). Go 1/2 mile and turn left past 
the tennis courts. Look for the FPC tent in the field. Park here or at 
the Intramural Parking Deck you passed at 0.2 miles.

Puerto Rico
Next summer our church will send a group of high school 
students and adults to Puerto Rico to serve with Taino 
Volunteers. We will be working in a mountainous area of 
the island in the municipality of Utuado. This region is 
still recovering from the impact of Hurricane Maria. Some 
families remain without running water, have leaking roofs, 
and debris littering the surrounding land. If you are interested 
in joining the mission team, you must attend an informational 

meeting on Sunday, September 29, following 11:00 a.m. worship. The trip will be May 
31-June 6, 2020. For more information visit www.tainovolunteers.org or email Kim 
Ness at kness@firstpresathens.org. 

Wednesday Fall Programs 2019
September 18 - November 13

3:00 – 5:30 p.m. Bridge, Room 302
4:00 – 4:45 p.m.  Chair Yoga, Room 310 

 5:00 – 5:30 p.m. Prayers for Healing, Sanctuary
 5:45 – 6:30 p.m. Dinner, Fellowship Hall
*6:30 – 7:30 p.m.  Conversation, Moses Waddel Room
*6:30 – 8:00 p.m. Chancel Choir Rehearsal, Room 202 
*Childcare Provided



“Wiggles are Welcome” at First Presbyterian
Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me, and do not stop them; for it is to such as these 

that the kingdom of Heaven belongs.” Matthew 19:14

Children are important members of our worshiping community. We promise at baptism “to 
guide and nurture our children by word and deed, with love and prayer, encouraging our children 
to know and follow Christ.” Remembering this promise and knowing that children learn best 
by “doing,” children and all their little wiggles and giggles are always welcome to participate 
fully and remain in worship with their families. The presence of children in our sanctuary is a 
gift and a reminder of how our church is growing and thriving. Be sure to take notice of our 
new “Wiggles are Welcome” cards that have been placed next to our Children’s Worship Bulletins 
in the church pews.

Children’s Church will continue to be offered on most Sunday mornings at 11:00 a.m. during 
the school year. The main purpose of Children’s Church is to provide a space and worship time 
created just for children to better support their learning of how and why we worship together 
in “big church.” During Children’s Church, the children will learn and experience the many 
ways we worship in the sanctuary:  we worship God by listening to God’s Word, singing to 
God, praying to God, and giving to God. We will also follow the Narrative Lectionary in Children’s Church just like 
in “big church” so that the words and Bible stories the children hear in Children’s Church will be the same or similar 
to the words and stories that parents hear in the sermon. To learn more about the Narrative Lectionary please visit 
https://spiritandtruthpublishing.com/narrative-lectionary/.

Children’s Church is an important developmental time for children, but there are times when children remaining in worship, 
watching and learning from their parents, is even more valuable. Children are invited to remain in the sanctuary on 
Communion Sundays (first Sunday of every month), the 3rd Sunday of Advent (Lessons and Carols), Easter, and during 
Summer Sundays. We will not have Children’s Church on these special Sundays.

Natalie Bishop, Director of Children’s Ministries

Children’s Ministry Update



Youth Ministry News

CONFIRMATION CLASS begins September 8th!

WHO: This year’s class is open to 8th and 9th grade youth or older who 
have not been confirmed.

WHAT: Confirmation is a learning opportunity and important step in 
one’s faith journey where a small group of students is exposed to some of 
the key teachings of the Christian faith, the history of the universal 
church and our local church, the life and work of Jesus, and what 
it means to be a disciple of Jesus. Confirmation class helps young 
people explore their faith journey, learn how to articulate what they 
believe, and prepare them for a relationship with God that serves 
them into adulthood. We will be using the PC(USA) curriculum, 
Big God Big Questions.

WHEN:  There will be an informational first meeting and dinner 
followed by a special Godly Play blessing on September 8th. All 
interested youth and parents are asked to attend. Confirmands will 
meet for eight class sessions on Sundays from 9:00 am - 11:00 am, 
in addition to participating in the 30 Hour Famine, Youth Sunday 
and a closing retreat.

WHERE:  Class will be held in the PIT.

WHY: In our Presbyterian tradition, we baptize infants, children, 
youth, and adults. We baptize infants as a witness to the truth that God 
claims us in love even before we can respond in faith. Confirmation 
is the time when youth can claim the faith into which they were 
baptized. On Confirmation Sunday they will make a profession of 
faith and receive the sacrament of baptism if they are not already 
baptized.

HOW:  To learn more, please contact Kim Ness, Director of 
Youth Ministries.

We are lucky to have three college interns with us this year in 
youth ministry. The gift these students bring to our program is 
immeasurable. They are able to relate on a different level to our 
youth and model how to live out your faith in college. They are funny, smart, and compassionate. I hope you’ll take time 
this year to get to know them:

- Kathryn Kent is returning for a second year. She was very active in her home church at Shallowford Presbyterian in At-
lanta. She is a sophomore at UGA studying Business.

- Jordan Osborne will begin her third year working with our youth program. She grew up in this church! She is a senior at 
UGA studying Social Work.

- Leighton Parker comes to us through the 
Presbyterian Student Center Waddel Fellowship

 Program. Last year she worked in outreach and 
mission with Dr. Strickland and this year will 
focus on youth ministry. She is a senior studying 
Advertising with a minor in Religion, also at 
UGA.

WELCOME!

Kathryn Kent Jordan Osborne Leighton Parker

Kim Ness, Director of Youth Ministries



Why join Sunday School?



Flower Dedications 
The following dates are available to 
dedicate flowers for Sunday worship: 
September 22, October 20 and 
27. The cost for two arrangements 
is $100. Please contact Lucy Bell 
Johnson, lbell@firstpresathens.org or 
(706) 543-4338 to schedule a date.

Our Church Family
Congratulations to:

Bruce and Cathi Lancaster on the birth of their granddaughter, 
Campbell Louise Gaither

Christian Sympathy to:

Mary Burton and her family on the death of her brother, 
John Alexander Oates III

Randy Riner and family on the death of his mother, Hazel Brantley Riner

Sep 29
Puerto Rico Mission Trip Meeting 

October 3
Family Promise (formerly IHNA) 

Volunteer Training

October 6
World Communion Sunday 

Peace and Global Witness Offering

October 20
Fellowship@First: 

Church Picnic

October 27
AthHalf Pre-Race Service

October 27-November 3
Family Promise (formerly IHNA) 

Host Week

Looking Ahead

Daily Bible Readings*
The scripture readings follow the Life Journal daily Bible reading plan and are available 
on the YouVersion Bible app and in downloadable PDF form. They will take us 
through the Bible in one year. You are invited to join me in a daily Scripture reading 
and journaling discipline called SOAP: how the scripture spoke to you, observation, 
application, and prayer. Learn more on our website at firstpresathens.org/soap.
Ryan Baer, Senior Pastor

Sept 1 Bill Cowsert, Caroline Frisch, 
Bill Harrell, Lawrence Jones, Jr., 
Carolyn Stephens, John Tsao

Sept 2 Drew Brantley, Owen Phillips, 
James Seagraves

Sept 3 Danny Cheek, John McArthur, 
Alex Noakes, Susan Stone

Sept 4 Gisela Hodgson, Emily 
Middendorf

Sept 5 Bill Berry, Greta Covington
Sept 6 Emma Clarke, Jeff Cobb, 

Elizabeth Earl, Larry Gray, 
Tim Johnson, Shirley Pope

Sept 7 Craig Crosby, Anne Moser, 
Scott Noakes

Sept 8 Legene Mullis, Clover Mullins
Sept 9 Kay Avery, Bruno Betzel, 

Lynn Dicks, Jay Mullis, 
Randy Pate, Sandy Pyle, 

 Frank Sherrill, Rob Stephens III, 
Nancy Thornton, Anne Wilfong

Sept 10 Joe Key, Edward Law, Steve 
Shirley, Julie Walters

Sept 11 Nancy Bostrom, Laura 
McHugh, Patty Whiten

Sept 12 Susan Haire, Trish Kalivoda, 
Mike Morris

Sept 13 Dave Beck, Mary Lynn Key, 
Anna Morgan

Sept 14 Susan Clarke, Wayne Walters

Sept 16 Sylvia Bangle, Bob Bishop, 
Jamie Clark, Andy Jordan, 
Michael Poole, Katherine 
Wesson

Sept 17 Helen London, Conley Parks, 
Bill Patterson

Sept 18 Alexa Knowles, Rebecca 
Stephens, Sylvia Wilson

Sept 19 Frank Guest, David Lay, 
Christine Register, Phil Van 
Dyck, Millie Warren

Sept 20 Eric Carr, Francis Johnston, 
Mary Ann Jones, Nixon 
Roberts

Sept 21 Linda DePascale, Chuck Hunt, 
Jeremy Kilpatrick, Kitty Lay, 
Emily Moore

Sept 22 Jason Hasty, Olivia Jordan
Sept 23 Susan Barrett
Sept 24 Bryan Cole, Sidney Doornbos, 

Cash Havick, Hal Pritchett, 
Moffatt Williams, Jr.

Sept 25 Linda Delinsky, Laura Hill, 
Sam Seward

Sept 26 Sandra Kays
Sept 28 Ed Ferguson, Sr., Ed 
 Ferguson, Jr., Bud Hartman, Jr.
Sept 29 Sherry Caven, Dottie 

Kimbrell, Steve Whiten
Sept 30 Pirie Humphries, Lizzie 

Simmons

July Financial
Information

Total June Revenue      $105,038
Budgeted June Revenue     $95,026
Total Revenue YTD          $739,301

Total June Expenses    $97,668
Budgeted June Expenses  $104,911
Total Expenses YTD         $787,016



185 E. Hancock Avenue • Athens, GA 30601
(706) 543-4338

Return Service Requested

Sundays at First Presbyterian Church

Sunday, September 1
Words to Live By - Tenth Word: Contentment

Dr. Ryan Baer Preaching
Communion Sunday,

Food Sunday

Sunday, September 8
I Know You By Name: Adam and Eve

Dr. Ryan Baer Preaching

Sunday, September 15
I Know You By Name: Isaac
Dr. Ryan Baer Preaching

Sunday, September 22
I Know You By Name: Israel
Dr. Ryan Baer Preaching

Sunday, September 29
I Know You By Name: I Am Who I Am

Dr. Carol Strickland Preaching

Worship Schedule 
8:45 & 11:00 a.m.

Sunday School for All Ages
9:45 a.m.

Children’s Church
Children Pre-K through Grade 2 may leave with 
Natalie Bishop, Director of Children’s Ministries,  

during the 11:00 a.m. service for Children’s 
Church held in the Children’s Ministry Suite.


