Welcome to Spring@First!
Dear friends in Christ,
In April 1970, a Saturn V rocket carrying three American
astronauts was launched from Cape Canaveral, Florida, bound
for the surface of the moon. Halfway through the journey,
the spacecraft suffered an emergency that required the crew
to shut off all power to have any chance at a safe return to the
earth. A few days later, the craft was approaching the earth’s
atmosphere, and the mission controllers and the crew had to
work creatively and carefully to restore the power to each system in the correct
sequence at the correct time. An error in the sequencing and timing of the restart
could have resulted in disaster even with the landing zone in view. The name of the
mission was Apollo 13, and it was dramatized in a movie by the same name.
It appears that we are finally approaching the end of the pandemic, for which all of
us give thanks to God. A little over a year ago, seemingly every institution across the
world shut down or severely curtailed their operations in response to a global health
emergency. However, every institution has had to determine their own procedures
for a restart, and the sequence and timing varies greatly from one to another.
Our FPC COVID-19 Task Force of Matt Crim, Denise Laboon, Lawton Stephens,
Sarah Bryan, Roger Burbage, Carol Strickland, and Elaine Johnson continues to
monitor all the latest guidance from local, state, and federal officials and to make
recommendations to the Session regarding any possible changes to our protocols.
As the “landing zone” of the pandemic comes into view, please be in prayer for this
group and for the elders and staff of the church. We are navigating issues that have
only come up about once a century in the 200-year history of our church, and your
prayers, encouragement, and patience are coveted by us all.
Let us all remember the words of the letter to the Ephesians, which exhort us to
“lead a life worthy of the calling to which you have been called, with all humility
and gentleness, with patience, bearing with one another in love, making every
effort to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.” (Eph: 4:1b-3)
Peace be with you and yours,
Dr. Ryan Baer, Senior Pastor
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Spring@First Worship, Sundays at 10:00 a.m. on Facebook and YouTube
In our worship life this year, we’ve been following a
schedule of readings called the Narrative Lectionary, a
schedule of readings that seeks to present the broad arc
of the biblical story over the course of nine months. In
the Fall, we read and preached through stories from the
Hebrew Scriptures (Old Testament). From Christmas
through Easter we read and preached through the Gospel
of Luke, and from Easter through the summer we will
read and preach through Acts.
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Acts 1:1-11
Dr. Ryan Baer
“Witnesses”
5th Sunday of Easter, Communion Sunday,
Scottish Reformation Sunday

Luke 24:13-35
Dr. Carol Strickland
“The Road to Emmaus”
2nd Sunday of Easter

April 18

Luke 24:36-43
Dr. Ryan Baer
“What’s for Supper?”
3rd Sunday of Easter
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May 9

Acts 1:12-14
Dr. Ryan Baer
“Together”
6th Sunday of Easter, Mothers’ Day

May 16

April 25

Acts 1:15-26
Dr. Ryan Baer
“Sometimes Ministry Chooses You”
7th Sunday of Easter

Luke 24:44-53
FPC Athens Youth
Youth Sunday
4th Sunday of Easter

Sabbatical
I am excited and grateful for the sabbatical leave the Session approved for me this summer. In his book,
Planning Sabbaticals: A Guide for Congregations and Their Pastors, Robert C. Saler states that a pastoral
sabbatical is “an extended period of time in which the pastor is away from the congregation pursuing
a variety of intentionally renewing activities.” (p. 4). He contrasts pastoral sabbaticals, which are about
regaining energy and focus and connection to inner spiritual resources, with academic sabbaticals
which are product-oriented (like writing a book or undertaking research).
Alas, the pandemic has clipped my initial plan to travel to Iona, Scotland. That trip will have to wait for
another time. Instead, my base camp will be our new mountain house in Meadows of Dan, located in
beautiful, rural, southwestern Virginia. I have planned excursions to visit family and friends and enrolled
in classes at the John C. Campbell Folk School in Brasstown, North Carolina. Also, I hope to draw and paint, tapping into
the creativity the Great Creator calls forth, as well as enjoy Nature, God’s marvelous creation, plus read some good books.
I will be away from First Presbyterian June 7 – September 7. What a loving gift! Many heartfelt thanks to the congregation
and staff for this time of renewal.
Carol Strickland, Associate Pastor

MUSIC EDUCATION
WHAT WAS I THINKING?

HOW CAN I KEEP FROM SINGING?

A series of written articles and videos by Dr. John Coble explaining the
process of planning music for worship, with more detailed background
on hymns, service music, solos, organ music, and other instrumental
music. Contact Dr. Coble (jcoble@firstpresathens.org) to receive the articles
via e-mail, or access them through the button on the website home page.

A guide to using hymns and hymnals at home for
personal devotion and singing. Contact Dr. Coble
(jcoble@firstpresathens.org) to receive the articles via
e-mail, or access them through the button on the
website home page.

SPIRITUAL ENRICHMENT
SUNDAY CONVERSATIONS

JOSEPHINE PAINE BIBLE STUDY

Join Dr. Ryan Baer for “Sunday Conversations” as we reflect on the morning worship service and take a deeper dive
into the Bible stories read and proclaimed from the pulpit.
Sundays: 11:30 a.m.
Zoom ID: 706-543-4338
Led by Dr. Ryan Baer (ryan@firstpresathens.org)

Join us from 10:00 - 11:00 a.m. for a study of the upcoming
Sunday’s preaching text:
Thursday, April 22 – Luke 24:44-53
Thursday, May 13 – Acts 1:15-26
Led by Dr. Carol Strickland on Zoom (706-543-4338).
All are welcome.

ADULT EDUCATION AND FELLOWSHIP
SUNDAY SCHOOL
The Del Dunn Christian Issues Class
At the request of the members of the Christian Issues Sunday School class, the
Education & Discipleship Commission of FPC has approved the renaming of
the class to The Del Dunn Christian Issues Class, in honor and memory of Del
Dunn, who was a faithful leader, teacher, and long time member of the class.
Sunday School classes are meeting via Zoom. If you have not been part of one in
the past, this is a great time to “stop in” and try out different classes. Please check
the church website for more information and to contact classes coordinators.

PREBYTERIAN
WOMEN CIRCLES
The 2020-2021 Horizons Bible
study is Into the Light: Finding Hope
through Prayers of Lament. Contact
PW Moderator Cheryl Gazlay
(cgazlay306@gmail.com) if you
wish to join one of the circles that
will be discussing the lessons.

MISSION & OUTREACH
BOOKS FOR KEEPS BOOK DRIVE
THROUGH JUNE 6

Since 2009, Books for Keeps has given more than half a million books to children from
low-income families in grades Pre-K through 12. FPC has become a large supporter of
Books for Keeps with our annual book drive (due to COVID-19, we had to cancel in 2020).
You can help make sure no child in our community goes a summer without great books
to read. Please bring your used books to the bins in the Atrium or church office. Books of all kinds will be accepted, then
sold by Books for Keeps with proceeds used to buy new children’s books. To learn more about the organization, go to
booksforkeeps.org. Thank you!

OUR DAILY BREAD BREAKFAST
AND LUNCH PREPARATION
Volunteers (ages 18-70) needed to prepare lunch for those in need on the 1st Wednesday of the
month. We also have a team (ages 18-70) to fix and distribute breakfast on 2nd and 4th Tuesdays.
Safety protocols will be used. Contact Patty Whiten at 678-371-1757 to help with breakfast, and
Fran Lane (706-543-1074) to help with lunch.

FOOD SUNDAY
FRIDAY, MAY 7

Food “Sundays” are now Food “Fridays.” Drop of nonperishable food 9:30-11:00 a.m. in the
church parking lot on Dougherty St. usually prior to the first Sunday of the month. Watch for
needed items in the “Weekly Word” email. Food goes to the Athens Area Emergency Food Bank.

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN WEEKDAY SCHOOL

FPWDS believes that EACH child is a gift from God who brings unique abilities for our care and
development. Within this context of God’s love, our school and our teachers make a significant difference in the physical, intellectual, emotional, and spiritual life of each child.
We embrace the concept that LEARNING IS FUN in a creative, secure, and loving environment!
For more information, go to firstpresathens.org/home/grow/weekday-school/

STEPHEN MINISTRY TO ADD NEW LEADER

We are so pleased to announce that the Rev. Margaret Davis will join our Stephen Leader
team. She recently completed online training for this work. We will commission her during worship on May 9. Stephen Leaders are responsible for training Stephen Ministers and
the ongoing administration of our Stephen Ministry program. A key role is to match care
givers and care receivers.
If you or someone you know is going through a difficult time, contact one of our Stephen Leaders about Stephen Ministry.
They are ready to provide focused, confidential, one-to-one Christian care to help that person experience the healing power
of Christ’s love. To find out more about Stephen Ministry talk with one of our Leaders: Dawn Frisch (dawnmfrisch@aol.com,
914-255-3447), Bob Frisch (rpfrisch@aol.com, 914-262-1078), Lisa Oelke (lisakoelke@gmail.com, 706-540-4251), and Carol
Strickland (cstrickland@firstpresathens.org, 706-765-7671). Our Stephen Ministers are here to care!

YOUTH UPDATE: APRIL/MAY 2021
Last Spring when we were scrambling to find special
ways to safely celebrate important events and mark
milestones, I don’t think any of us imagined we’d be
doing it again this year. This has been a hard year plus
for all of us, especially for our young people. Sports seasons were cancelled. Virtual school. COVID scares and
forced quarantine. Homecoming and Prom reimagined.
Graduation ceremonies at limited capacity. After a year
of only meeting over Zoom, we have added monthly
in-person gatherings and are thinking outside the box
for Youth Sunday, Graduation Sunday and our End of
Year Celebration.
High School Class of 2021
1. AJ Carr
2. Ann Harper Covington
3. John Ferguson
4. Lucy Ferguson
5. Emily Gaskill
6. Knox Huff
7. Henry Logan
8. Katie Sue Martin-Williams
9. Evelyn Moser
10. Katie Norris
11. Luke Osborne
12. Madison Smith
13. James Williams

Youth Sunday/Graduation Sunday is April 25!
On February 9, 2020, fifty youth led us in worship with the theme Thank You for Being a Friend.
Little did we know how much we’d rely on our friends, especially the friend we have in Jesus
in the following months. Due to limited in-person capacity, we have decided to ask only our
high school seniors to lead Youth Sunday this year. They will be sharing reflections on the final
verses in Luke, the Ascension Story. How are you a witness to Jesus’ life and resurrection? We
will close worship with a special blessing and gift
for our graduating seniors. Show your love and
support for our seniors by worshipping with us
online on Sunday, April 25 at 10:00 a.m.

End of Year Celebration is May 2!
One of the highlights of this last year has
been the monthly family game nights we’ve
hosted over zoom. It’s only fitting that our
final family game night of this crazy year
should be equally insane! So, I’ve taken inspiration from this morning’s
Scottish Reformation Sunday! Youth families are invited to participate in a
Highland Games Amazing Race-type competition. All events will be socially
distanced and outside as able and led by our awesome FPC staff. We’ll end
with an awards show and picnic dinner. I wonder which family will take home
the win and this Scottish gnome?

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY
A New Godly Play Story for the Season of Easter – Knowing Jesus in a New Way
Easter is such a great a mystery that you cannot keep it in one Sunday. It overflows into six
more Sundays. This makes a whole Season of
Easter. During this time people kept meeting
Jesus in a new way. Jesus had died on the cross
and that is sad, but somehow Jesus was still with
them as he is still with us.
Godly Play Foundation Story, Circle of the Church Year

Be sure to visit the church’s website and click on
our Godly Play Button and new story, Knowing
Jesus in a New Way. This story has seven different
parts, one for each Sunday of Eastertide and one for
Pentecost. I hope you will join our “virtual” Godly
Play Circle and experience this wonderful story.

Blessing of the 5th Graders

Sunday, April 25th, 7:00 p.m.
Zoom ID: 706-543-4338
We are excited to celebrate this year’s graduating 5th Graders on April 25th! A special
gift from Mrs. Natalie and Children’s Ministry will be delivered to each 5th Grader the
week prior to our Zoom gathering. We will begin our time together on the 25th with
a Godly Play Blessing and then Mrs. Kim Ness will provide an overview of First Pres
Youth Ministries and officially welcome our rising 6th Graders to Youth Group. We look
forward to celebrating this big milestone for all these sweet children!

This year’s Graduating 5th Grade Class:
Ashton Blount, Wright Cook, Harper Havick,
Wallace Michalek, Andrew Miller, Lachlan Morris,
Teninait Ness, Charlie Phillips, Will Rooker, Declan Wilder

CONNECT
FACEBOOK

YOUTUBE

WEBSITE

Follow FPC on Facebook. We post
announcements from our ministries,
Mission & Outreach opportunities,
and you can follow the worship service
livestream.

YouTube is an alternative way for
members to follow livestream of
worship, prayer service, and other
events.

For more information about FPC, check
our website. You can find information
about our ministries, Weekday School,
Session, Staff, sign up to receive church
e-mails, prayer requests, and more.

Facebook.com/firstpresathens

YouTube.com/c/firstpresathensga

FirstPresAthens.org

