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Welcome to Winter@First!
Dear friends in Christ,
One of the things that I value most about our Presbyterian
way of being the church is that we believe that leadership in
the church of Jesus Christ must always be a shared endeavor.
The word “Presbyterian” comes from the Greek word for
“elder,” and in our way of being the church, pastors and
elders lead together in a governing council called the Session
(a word which comes from the Latin verb “to sit.”)
The past year has presented incredibly complex challenges for leaders at every level
of our society, and many of those challenges look to continue for the foreseeable
future. Here at First Presbyterian Church of Athens, God has blessed the
congregation with elders who do their best to submit themselves to the Lordship
of Jesus Christ and who take seriously their ordination vows to serve the people of
God with energy, intelligence, imagination, and love.
In our Presbyterian way of being the church, we also practice rotational leadership,
and elders serve a three-year term on the session. This month, the term of the elder
class of 2020 comes to an end, while the term of the class of 2023 begins.
The elders in the class of 2020 have seen the congregation through the arrival of
a new senior pastor, the bicentennial anniversary of the church, the emergence
of a global pandemic, and marches for social justice in downtown Athens, to say
nothing of leading the regular business of the church. As their terms come to a close
this month, I hope you will take a moment to offer a prayer of thanksgiving for
their faithful stewardship and drop them a note of appreciation for a job well done.
They are Jeff Bangle, Meghan Bawcum, Bob Burton, Julie Hayes, Sydney Jackson,
Avery McLean, Jeanne Nadinecek, Carl Nichols, Judy Scanlon, and Tom Reigle.
Peace be with you and yours,
Ryan, Senior Pastor
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Winter@First Worship, Sundays at 10:00 a.m. on Facebook and YouTube
In our worship life this year, we’ve been following a
schedule of readings called the Narrative Lectionary, a
schedule of readings that seeks to present the broad arc
of the biblical story over the course of nine months. In
the Fall, read and preached through stories from the
Hebrew Scriptures (Old Testament). From Christmas
through Easter we’re reading and preaching through
the Gospel of Luke, and from Easter to Pentecost we’ll
read and preach through Acts and Galatians.

January 10
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Luke 3:1-22
Dr. Ryan Baer
“Selected to Serve”
Baptism of the Lord

John the Baptist prepared those in the wilderness for
Jesus’ coming. Once baptized, people would need to
decide… were they ready for change or resistant to it?

January 17

Jesus was busy teaching, healing, and performing
miracles throughout the land. Unfortunately, the ones
who failed to see God working through him were the
people of his own hometown.

Luke 4:14-30
Dr. Ryan Baer
“Hometown Hero”
Second Sunday After Epiphany

Interfaith Clergy Partnership of Greater Athens and the
Annual Rev. Martin Luther King, Jr.
Athens Area Human Relations Council invite all to this
Ecumenical Observance, 4:00 p.m.
service, which will be held via Zoom. Dr. Ryan Baer
(humanrelationscouncil.org/ecumenical-service) will be the keynote speaker.

January 24

Luke 5:1-11
Dr. Ryan Baer
“Go Deeper”
Third Sunday After Epiphany

January 31

Luke 6:1-16
Dr. Carol Strickland
“Change”
Fourth Sunday After Epiphany
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February 7

Peter was weary after a long night of fishing with
nothing to show for it. But when a traveling preacher
stepped into his boat, he would never be the same.

Jesus ruffled feathers by eating and healing on the
Sabbath. But he knew the laws had outgrown their
purpose. It was time for God’s laws to serve people,
and not the other way around.

Luke 7:1-17
Dr. Ryan Baer
“Surprised by Grace”
Communion Sunday, Food Sunday

Jesus was busy healing and teaching throughout the
countryside. When a Roman centurion asked for Jesus’
help, it took Jesus by surprise.

February 14

The Transfiguration of Jesus was one more event indicating
that Jesus would be leaving the disciples soon (and leaving
his work to them, too). Still they failed to understand.

Luke 9:28-45
Dr. Ryan Baer
“Transfiguration”

SPIRITUAL PRACTICES
SUNDAY CONVERSATIONS

JOSEPHINE PAINE BIBLE STUDY

Join Dr. Ryan Baer for “Sunday Conversations” as
we reflect on the morning worship service and take a
deeper dive into the Bible stories read and proclaimed
from the pulpit.
Sundays: 11:30 a.m.
Zoom ID: 706-543-4338 (Password: 185185)
Led by Dr. Ryan Baer (ryan@firstpresathens.org)

The Josephine Paine Bible Study will begin January 14 and meet
10:00 - 11:00 a.m. on 2nd and 4th Thursdays via Zoom. The
scripture passage for each class will be the same text addressed
by the upcoming Sunday’s sermon. These passages are all from
the Gospel of Luke and follow the “Narrative Lectionary.” Carol
Strickland will lead the study which is open to all.
Zoom ID: 706-543-4338 (Password: 185185)
Led by Dr. Carol Strickland (cstrickland@firstpresathens.org)

ADULT EDUCATION AND FELLOWSHIP
SUNDAY SCHOOL

PREBYTERIAN WOMEN CIRCLES

Sunday School classes are meeting via Zoom. If you
have not been part of one in the past, this is a great
time to “stop in” and try out different classes. Please
check the church website for more information and
to contact classes coordinators.

The 2020-2021 Horizons Bible study is Into the Light: Finding Hope
through Prayers of Lament. Contact PW Moderator Cheryl Gazlay
(cgazlay306@gmail.com) if you wish to join one of the circles
that will be discussing the lessons via Zoom.

YOUTH THIS WINTER
Our goal this semester is to help bring peace and calm, connection and comfort to our youth. Rather than meet weekly over
zoom, we are switching to 1/month in-person gatherings and 1/month family game night. In addition, Caroline and I are
both available to meet over zoom for 1:1 conversations, Bible study or book studies. All you have to do is reach out and let us
know. We would also like to be able to support you outside of church - dance recitals, sporting events, plays, etc. so please let
us know if there’s an event where we can come cheer you on (from a distance, of course!). Be sure to check the Youth Group
tab of our website (www.fpcathenspit.com) for more information about our upcoming gatherings. - Miss Kim

January 10: 2021 YOUTH GROUP KICK OFF
January 18: MLK DAY OF SERVICE

January 24: FAMILY GAME NIGHT
February 7: FEBRUARY FIRE PIT

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY
Happy New Year everyone! As we move into this new year that currently feels heavy and a lot like a continuation of
2020, we are going to simplify our Children’s Ministry plans. Let us begin this new year by keeping it simple and full of
peace. We are going to take a “screen break” and get back to one of the most basic and simple spiritual practices that all
families can easily do at home - reading the stories about Jesus and God’s people from our Bibles. Between now and the
beginning of Lent (February 17), I would like to encourage all of you to continue to take time to grow spiritually at home
with your families by gathering around your sacred spaces that you created in the fall and simply read with your children
from their Bibles. This can be a daily practice or weekly practice (on Sundays), that is up to you and your family. Start at
the beginning of the New Testament and together choose and read different stories that tell us about Jesus’ life and the
love and kindness he shared with all people. And don’t forget to take time to wonder together: I wonder what part of the
story you like best. I wonder what part of the story is most important. I wonder where you are in this story or what part
of the story is about you. I wonder if we can leave out any part of the story and still have everything we need. Most of our
children should have already received their very own Spark Storybook Bible, but if your child has not please email me at
natalie@firstpresathens.org. Be sure to look out for our weekly Children’s Ministry Friday email. I will continue to touch
base weekly with all of you to keep us connected and you aware of church news as well as upcoming Lenten plans.
Peace, Love, and BIG HUGS! – Miss Natalie

MISSION & OUTREACH
2021 MLK DAY OF SERVICE
JANUARY 18

Mission & Outreach Commission has identified several worthy projects that we
as a church might work on together. In a nod to COVID-19, we have identified
2 outdoor projects at Cleveland Road Elementary Outdoor Workday and Mae
Willie Horton Community Garden (both 9:00 - 11:00 a.m.), and one indoor
location at Books For Keeps (9:00 - 11:00 a.m., 12:00-2:00 p.m., or 3:00-5:00 p.m.). Protocols will be followed to ensure
everyone’s safety. You can sign up for any of these projects at uga.givepulse.com/group/118913-Athens-MLK-Day-of-Service.
As a reminder, signup is required and there are limited number of slots.

OUR DAILY BREAD LUNCH PREPARATION
NEXT DATE: FEBRUARY 3

First Presbyterian ODB volunteers have chosen to resume participation in lunch preparation on our
regular 1st Wednesday of the month. We gather at 10:00 a.m. in the kitchen of First Baptist kitchen
to assemble and package lunches, masked and socially distant. Members of Downtown Ministries
distribute the free lunches to those who show up at noon. Interested volunteers, please contact Fran Lane (fjlane@uga.edu).

FOOD SUNDAY

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 5
Food “Sundays” are now Food “Fridays.” Drop of nonperishable food 9:30-11:00 a.m. in the
church parking lot on Dougherty St. prior to the first Sunday of the month. Watch for needed
items in the “Weekly Word” email. Food goes to the Athens Area Emergency Food Bank.

RED CROSS BLOOD DRIVE
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 7

Please join us in the Fellowship Hall and help save a life! Reserve an appointment at redcrossblood.org,
or contact the church office.

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN WEEKDAY SCHOOL
FPWDS believes that EACH child is a gift from God who brings unique abilities for our care and
development. Within this context of God’s love, our school and our teachers make a significant
difference in the physical, intellectual, emotional, and spiritual life of each child.
We embrace the concept that LEARNING IS FUN in a creative, secure, and loving environment!
For more information, go to firstpresathens.org/home/grow/weekday-school/

CONNECT
FACEBOOK
Follow FPC on Facebook. We post
announcements from our ministries,
Mission & Outreach opportunities,
and you can follow the worship service
livestream.
Facebook.com/firstpresathens

YOUTUBE

WEBSITE

YouTube is an alternative way for members
to follow livestream of worship, prayer
service, and other events.

For more information about FPC, check
our website. You can find information
about our ministries, Weekday School,
Session, Staff, sign up to receive church
e-mails, prayer requests, and more.

YouTube.com/c/firstpresathensga

FirstPresAthens.org

